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IFC-IOR is premised on mutual collaboration and cooperation and aims to advance maritime 

safety and security in the Indian Ocean Region. The Centre aims to work closely with national 

and regional agencies as well as like-minded organisations/ Centres to generate 

comprehensive Maritime Domain Awareness. The mutual collaboration is further enhanced 

with the presence of International Liaison Officers (ILOs) from partners nations positioned at 

the Centre. The Monthly Maritime Security Update (MMSU) is a comprehensive effort by the 

Centre to generate an overarching picture to assist the maritime community in better 

understanding of the maritime challenges and threats in the region. While the various 

maritime security threats are monitored on a daily basis by the integrated team with ILOs, and 

is disseminated through the IFC-IOR website, the maritime security analysis culminates in the 

form of MMSU. The maritime security incidents for the duration of 01 Apr – 30 Apr 21 have been 

categorised under the following heads: - 

 (a)   Piracy and Armed Robbery 

 (c)   Contraband Smuggling 

 (e)   Illegal Unreported Unregulated Fishing 

 (g)   Natural Events  

(b)  Maritime Terrorism  

(d)  Irregular Human Migration                                                            

(f)   Maritime Incidents 

(h)  Environmental Security 

            

 

 

259 incidents were monitored in the wider 

Indian Ocean Region in the month of Apr 21. 

Irregular Human Migration comprised nearly 

one third of the total and were followed by 

Maritime Incidents, IUU Fishing, Contraband 

Smuggling and Piracy & Armed Robbery. 

   

Additionally, the Centre also monitors the 

maritime traffic in IOR. As per data observed, in 2020, approximately 145,000 vessels were 

monitored to be operating in the region. In the month of Apr 21, an average of 22,000 – 24,000 

distinct vessels have been observed in IOR, at any given instance. 

SCOPE 

OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS 
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Piracy & Armed Robbery IUU Fishing Irregular Human Migration Contraband Smuggling Maritime Incidents Maritime Terrorism 
 

* GoG – Focus on only Piracy & Armed Robbery incidents; Mediterranean – Focus on only IHM incidents 

  

The maritime security situation in the wider Indian Ocean region has been monitored 
under various maritime security threat categories for the month of Apr 21. 

 
• Piracy & Armed Robbery – In Apr 21, the Centre observed a 35% decrease in the 
number of incidents as compared to Mar 21 and a 38% decrease from Apr 20. Majority 
of the incidents were reported in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore followed by 
Gulf of Guinea and one each incident off Sulu-Celebes Seas and South China Sea. The 
Centre recorded five incidents in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore (SOMS), all of 
which occurred in the Eastbound lane of Traffic Separation Scheme in the Singapore 
Straits. Perpetrators in the SOMS, reportedly caused injuries to crew members in 
two of these incidents.  The Centre continues to advise seafarers to avoid confronting 
the perpetrators. Four incidents were recorded in Gulf of Guinea, a 50% decrease 
from Mar 21 and a 33% decrease from Apr 20. This decrease may in part be attributed 
to enforcement efforts in the region and enhanced presence of warships. 21 crew 
members kidnapped in Mar 21 in GoG, were reportedly released in Apr 21. One 
incident of attack in the GoG, occurred on a vessel 200 nm off the coast, with 
perpetrators spending close to five hours onboard. This attack in the GoG reiterates 
the continued threat posed by Pirate Action Groups, even at extend ranges and their 
determination to try and breach citadels. Vessels are advised to continue following 
industry guidance laid down in BMP WA. One incident each of sea theft was reported 
in Malaysia and off Philippines. No incidents were reported in the GoA. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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• Contraband Smuggling – The Centre observed a 45% reduction in the number of 
incidents recorded from Mar 21. Majority of the incidents were related to drug 
smuggling followed by fuel smuggling and domestic product smuggling. A 55% 
reduction was observed in the number of recorded drug seizures from Mar 21. The 
drugs seized include Cannabis (3240kg), Heroin (2691kg), Methamphetamine 
(1250kg), Ketum (500kg) and Cocaine (300kg). The Centre continued to monitor 
large seizures of turmeric (banned import commodity), off Sri Lanka. 
 
• IUU Fishing – A 8% increase was observed in the number of IUU incidents 
recorded in Mar 21, a trend similar to the increase observed in the previous month. 
The Centre observed about 50% increase in the number of poaching incidents as 
compared to Mar 21. This may be attributed to the enhanced enforcement operations 
by coastal states and plausibly better data capture by the centre. A 61-day annual 
fishing ban has been imposed on the East Coast of India (between territorial waters 
and EEZ), from 15 Apr – 14 Jun 21. The seasonal ban (view breeding season of Olive 
Ridley turtles) imposed by the State of Odisha, India on fishing within a 20 km 
stretch from the mouths of Devi, Dhamara, and Rushikulya rivers from 01 Nov 20 to 
31 May 21, continues to be in effect. 
 

• IHM Incidents – The Centre monitored a 48% increase in the incidents recorded, 
as compared to Mar 21, which may be attributable to enhanced reporting, better data 
capture by the centre and favourable weather conditions in the Mediterranean. The 
fallout of COVID-19 is likely to exacerbate illegal crossings/ migration. About 70% of 
the recorded incidents occurred in the Mediterranean region. 10 incidents were 
reported off Mayotte, four off Malaysia, two each off Djibouti and Vietnam and one 
each in Bangladesh, Indonesia, Madagascar, Oman and Sri Lanka.  
 
• Maritime Incidents –The Centre monitored an 8% decrease in reported incidents 
in Apr 21, as compared to Mar 21. Majority of the incidents involved sinking/ 
capsizing of vessels, followed by SAR and detention of vessels by coastal 
authorities.  The Centre recorded nine collisions this month, an 80% increase from 
Mar 21. No significant oil-spills were reported in any of the collision incidents 
recorded.  
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•   PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY 

11 piracy and armed robbery incidents (actual as well as attempted) were recorded by the Centre for the month of 

Apr 21. Majority of the incidents were reported in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore followed by Gulf of Guinea 

and one each incident off Sulu-Celebes Seas and South China Sea. This is a 38% decrease in reported incidents as 

compared to Apr 20 (18 incidents) and 35% decrease in incidents as compared to Mar 21 (17 incidents), driven by a 

drop in incidents in the GoG. 

Incidents in SOMS – Five incidents were reported in the SOMS, all in the Eastbound lane of Traffic Separation 

Scheme in the Singapore Straits. These included two incidents of attempted sea theft, one each incident of sea 

robbery, attempted sea robbery and sea theft. Crew were reportedly injured by perpetrators in two of these incidents.  

Seafarers are advised to avoid confronting the perpetrators. 

Incidents in GoG – Four incidents were recorded in GoG in Apr 21, which consisted of one incident each of attack, 

sea theft, attempted sea theft and suspicious approach. This is the lowest number of reported incidents in a single 

month in 2021. This is a 50% decrease from Mar 21 (08 incidents) and a 33% decrease from Apr 20 (06 incidents). 

This decrease may in part be attributed to enforcement efforts by littoral nations and enhanced presence of foreign 

warships. 21 crew members kidnapped in Mar 21 in GoG, were reportedly released in Apr 21. The incident 

classified as attack, occurred on a vessel 200 nm off the coast, with perpetrators spending close to five hours 

onboard. This attack reiterates the continued threat posed by Pirate Action Groups, even at extend ranges, and 

their determination to try and breach citadels.  

Incidents in South and SE Asia – One each sea theft was reported in Malaysia and off Philippines.     
Incidents in GoA – No incident was reported in the GoA. 
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The following piracy and armed robbery incidents were monitored in the region in the month of Apr 21: - 

 

• Sea Theft/ Off Conakry Anchorage, Guinea/ 02 Apr 21.                                                                               (GoG)                                             

                             

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Greece flagged bulk carrier COMMON FAITH off Conakry Anchorage, 

Guinea on 02 Apr 21. Reportedly, the vessel was boarded by four perpetrators. Subsequently, a search was conducted 

onboard the vessel and it was reported that the perpetrators escaped with some cash and crew’s personal items. The vessel 

and the crew were reported to be safe. 

 

• Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Bintan Island, Indonesia/ 08 Apr 21.                                                        (SOMS)   

                                              

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a Singapore flagged tanker HARRISBURG off Bintan Island, 

Indonesia on 08 Apr 21. Reportedly, two perpetrators boarded the vessel while underway in the Eastbound lane of the 

Traffic Separation Scheme in the Singapore Straits. The alarm was raised and a search was conducted onboard. No item 

was stolen and all crew members were reported to be safe. 

 

• Attempted Sea Robbery/ Off Bintan Island, Indonesia/ 08 Apr 21.                                                         (SOMS)   

 

An incident of attempted sea robbery was reported onboard a Portugal flagged bulk carrier TRINA OLDENDORFF             

off Bintan Island, Indonesia on 08 Apr 21. Reportedly, four perpetrators armed with knives boarded the vessel while 

underway in the Eastbound lane of the Traffic Separation Scheme in the Singapore Straits. One of the perpetrators 

confronted the engine room crew and hit him on his head when he attempted to shout for assistance. The alarm was raised 

and a search was conducted onboard. No item was reportedly stolen and all the crew members were reported to be safe. 

The incident was reported to the local port authorities.  

 

•                                  IMB reports Q1 Piracy decline but increase in violence against crew 

•  

➢ The ICC International Maritime Bureau (IMB) released its quarterly 

report on maritime piracy showing that there was an overall decline in 

incidents in the first quarter of 2021. However, they cautioned that while the 

number of reported piracy attacks against commercial shipping declined in 

2021, violence against crew is on the rise with the Gulf of Guinea remaining 

the world’s piracy hotspot in 2021.  
 

➢ The IMB warned of what it believes are mostly opportunistic attacks in 

the Singapore Strait but cautioned that in some cases the perpetrators were 

armed with knives. The IMB recorded six piracy incidents in Q1 2021 

compared to five during the same period last year in the Singapore Strait.  

 

➢ Source: https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/imb-reports-q1-

piracy-decline-but-increase-in-violence-against-crews 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY INCIDENTS 

Update on Crew Release in GoG 

 

• On 06 Apr 21, it was reported that the seven crew members who were kidnapped off Bonny Island, Nigeria on    

15 Mar 21 from a Nigeria flagged tug JULIUS BEREGR were released after being held in captivity for about 22 days.  
 

• On 11 Apr 21, it was reported that the 15 crew members who were kidnapped off Benin on 12 Mar 21 onboard 

Malta flagged chemical tanker DAVID B were released after being held in captivity for about 30 days.  

•  

 

https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/imb-reports-q1-piracy-decline-but-increase-in-violence-against-crews
https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/imb-reports-q1-piracy-decline-but-increase-in-violence-against-crews


 7     

  

• Sea Theft/ Off Bintan Island, Indonesia/ 11 Apr 21.                                                                                   (SOMS)   

                                 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Liberia flagged bulk carrier PANTAZIS L off Bintan Island, Indonesia on 

11 Apr 21. Reportedly, four perpetrators boarded the vessel while underway in the Eastbound lane of the Traffic 

Separation Scheme in the Singapore Straits. The crew raised an alarm and a search was conducted onboard. It was 

reported that the perpetrators escaped with some engine spares. The incident was reported to the local port authorities. 

 

• Sea Theft/ Off Sandakan Port, Malaysia/ 12 Apr 21.                                                                   (Sulu-Celebes Sea) 

 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Denmark flagged tanker HENRY MAERSK in Sandakan Port, Malaysia on 

12 Apr 21. Reportedly, the vessel was boarded by unknown number of perpetrators. Upon noticing the alert crew, the 

perpetrators escaped from the vessel. Subsequently, a search was conducted onboard and it was reported that a forward 

anchor bell was stolen. The incident was reported to the local authorities. 

 

• Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Bintan Island, Indonesia/ 17 Apr 21.                                                          (SOMS)                                                                      

 
An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a Singapore flagged tanker BASSET off Bintan Island, Indonesia 

on 17 Apr 21. Reportedly, an unknown number of perpetrators boarded the vessel while underway in the Eastbound lane 

of the Traffic Separation Scheme in the Singapore Straits. The crew noticed the perpetrators, an alarm was raised and 

crew mustered. A search was conducted onboard and it was reported that no perpetrators were found onboard. No item 

was stolen and all crew members were reported to be safe. The incident was reported to the local authorities. 

 

• Sea Robbery/ Off Bintan Island, Indonesia/ 17 Apr 21.                                                                                (SOMS)                                                         

 

An incident of sea robbery was reported onboard an Isle of Man flagged tanker IOANNA L off Bintan Island, Indonesia on 

17 Apr 21. Reportedly, four perpetrators boarded the vessel while underway in the Eastbound lane of the Traffic 

Separation Scheme in the Singapore Straits. One of the perpetrators confronted the engine room crew and hit him on 

forehead. The crew sustained minor injury. The alarm was raised and crew mustered. A search was conducted onboard 

and it was reported that perpetrators escaped with some engine spares. The incident was reported to the local authorities. 

 

• Suspicious Approach/ Off Lagos, Nigeria/ 20 Apr 21.                                                                              (GoG) 

 

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Liberia flagged container vessel ROSA about 200 nm south of 

Lagos, Nigeria on 20 Apr 21. Reportedly, an unknown number of perpetrators approached the vessel onboard a skiff and 

closed to 0.5 nm. Upon sighting the skiff the vessel carried out evasive manoeuvres. Subsequently, the skiff aborted the 

approach and fled away. The crew and the vessel were reported to be safe. 

➢ Comments.   As per DNK-IOC report, on 21 Apr 21, the Italian Naval vessel LUIGI RIZZO sighted a skiff 

around 40 nm from the ROSA approach-position some 14 hours earlier. Reportedly, the skiff had nine perpetrators and 

a ladder onboard, and is assumed to be the same skiff that approached ROSA. The embarked helicopter onboard the 

Italian Naval vessel launched and followed the fleeing skiff that was heading for Nigerian territorial waters (TTW) at 

high speed. A Nigerian Navy vessel was reportedly dispatched from Escavros and tasked to intercept the fleeing skiff, 

however the fleeing skiff coasted in at Dodo river, South of Escavros. 

 

➢ Reportedly, two Pirate Action Groups (PAGs) have been active during Apr 21. The PAG that was following 

ROSA on 20 April 21 was LIKELY the same PAG as the one detected and chased by Italian Naval airborne asset on 21 

Apr 21. This PAG was further LIKELY also the same PAG as the one the Italian Naval airborne asset chased during 

the TORM ALEXANDRA unsuccessful attack on 07 Nov 20. 

 

 

➢ Comments. Perpetrators in the East bound lane of the Traffic Separation Scheme in the Singapore Straits 

have been observed to target ship stores such as engine spares and other loose items which are easy to liquidate. 

 

➢ Multiple instances of closely spaced and timed incidents that have been observed in the area, are highly likely 

to be carried out by the same group of perpetrators. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Comments. A total of eight incidents were monitored by the Centre in SOMS from Jan 21- Mar 21 and five incidents 

were monitored in Apr 21 alone. Two of these incidents involved injuries to crew members, reportedly caused by 

perpetrators. 
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• Sea Theft/ Off South Harbour Anchorage, Philippines/ 21 Apr 21.                                                               (SCS) 

 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Mongolia flagged tug BAK DA 5 towing the barge BAK DA 55 at South 

Harbour Anchorage, Philippines on 21 Apr 21. Whilst at anchorage, the duty crew sighted five perpetrators onboard the 

barge transferring timber to a motorboat known as JAIME FRANCO. Upon sighting the alerted crew member four 

perpetrators jumped into the sea and fled away. However, the vessel crew managed to capture one perpetrator and 

recovered 27 stolen pieces of timber from their motorboat. The suspect and the seized motorboat were handed over to 

local authorities for further investigations. 

    

• Illegal Boarding/ Off Sao Tome, Nigeria/ 23 Apr 21.                                                                                      (GoG) 

 

An incident of illegal boarding was reported onboard a Cyprus flagged container vessel CONTSHIP NEW about 185 nm 

off Sao Tome, Nigeria on 23 Apr 21. Reportedly, an unknown number of perpetrators onboard a skiff opened fire towards 

the superstructure and boarded the vessel. All the crew members mustered in the citadel while the perpetrators were 

onboard. After about five hours the perpetrators left the vessel after being unsuccessful in breaching the ship’s citadel, but 

successful in destroying equipment onboard. However, the crew members were reported to be safe. Later, the Italian 

Naval vessel LUIGI RIZZO arrived on scene and escorted the vessel towards her next destination. 

 

• Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Luanda Anchorage, Angola/ 28 Apr 21.                                                              (GOG)                                                         

 

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a Liberia flagged container vessel SONGA CALABRIA in Luanda 

anchorage, Angola on 28 Apr 21. Reportedly, the vessel was boarded by two perpetrators whilst at anchorage. Upon 

noticing the perpetrators, an alarm was raised and the crew mustered. A search was conducted onboard and no perpetrators 

were found onboard. No items were stolen and all crew members were reported to be safe. The incident was reported to the 

local authorities. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Comments. As per open-source reports, the suspicious boat observed on 21 Apr 21 at 110 nm North-West of Sao 

Tome is LIKELY associated with the attack on CONTSHIP NEW on 23 Apr 21 at 130 nm North-West of Sao Tome.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

•                                                      Nigeria, Cameroon to combat piracy in Gulf of Guinea 

•  

➢ Nigeria and the Inter Regional Coordination Centre Yaoundé have formed a forum aimed at coordinating 

regional and international efforts to combat piracy in the Gulf of Guinea. A joint statement issued on 26 Apr 21 by 

NIMASA, the Nigerian Navy, and ICC Yaoundé, said GOG-MCF (Gulf of Guinea Maritime Collaboration Forum)/ 

SHADE, was aimed at facilitating shared awareness and the de-confliction of activities in the Gulf of Guinea, and 

‘will be open to all GOG countries with similar capacities to join on a voluntary basis’.  

 

➢ The statement read, “GOG-MCF/ SHADE will focus on counter-piracy and armed robbery by bringing 

together regional, international, industry and NGO partners to advance and coordinate near term maritime activities 

with a view to working towards a set of common operational objectives in order to protect seafarers and ships 

operating off the coast of West and Central Africa.” 

 

➢ Additionally, as part of efforts to improve security in the Gulf of Guinea, Nigeria has agreed to sign a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with three other African countries in the region i.e., Cameroon, Benin, and 

Equatorial Guinea. The MoU is expected to enable the countries to collectively join forces to patrol the region.  

 

➢  Source: https://punchng.com/nigeria-cameroon-to-combat-piracy-in-gulf-of-guinea/ 

 

 

Source: https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/pages/03-piracy-Gulf-of-Guinea.aspx 

https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/pages/03-piracy-Gulf-of-Guinea.aspx
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CONTRABAND SMUGGLING 

42 contraband smuggling incidents were recorded by the Centre in the month of Apr 21, a 45% decrease from Mar 

21 (77 incidents). Majority of the incidents were related to drug smuggling, followed by fuel smuggling and domestic 

product smuggling.  

 

Drug Seizures – 21 drug seizures were recorded in Apr 21, a 55% decrease from Mar 21. The drugs seized include 

Cannabis (3240kg), Heroin (2691kg), Methamphetamine (1250kg), Ketum (500kg) and cocaine (300kg). The major 

seizures of narcotic pills include 300kgof cannabis resin in the Gulf of Oman, 650 kg captagon pills off Malaysia and 

9.5 million amphetamine pills off Saudi Arabia.   

Domestic Product Smuggling – Five incidents of domestic product smuggling were recorded in Apr 21, all off Sri 

Lanka, involving four seizures of turmeric and one seizure of cardamom. The Centre monitored a seizure of about 

4,000kg of turmeric and about 800kg of cardamom.  

Natural Resource Smuggling – Four incidents involving seizure of gold off India, vanilla off Indonesia, coal off 

Vietnam and kendu leaves off Sri Lanka were recorded in the month.    

Cigarette Smuggling – Three incidents of cigarette smuggling were recorded by the Centre in Apr 21, all off 

Philippines.     

Fuel Smuggling – Seven incidents of fuel smuggling were recorded in Apr 21. Six incidents were reported off 

Vietnam and one was reported off Pakistan. The total fuel seized in these incidents was about 590,000 litres.   
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• Natural Resources Smuggling/ Off Hai Phong, Vietnam/ 01 Apr 21.                                                            (Coal)  

 

On 01 Apr 21, it was reported that the Vietnam authorities seized 500,000 kg of coal from a cargo vessel BN 0695 off Hai 

Phong, Vietnam. Reportedly, the Master failed to produce valid documents to prove legality of the cargo. The suspect and 

the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Fuel Smuggling/ Off Tho Chu Island, Vietnam/ 03 Apr 21.                                                                          (Diesel)  

 

On 03 Apr 21, it was reported that the Vietnam Coast Guard apprehended four suspects 

from the vessel TG 92855 TS for transporting 60,000 ltr of undocumented diesel off 

Tho Chu Island, Vietnam. Reportedly, the Master failed to produce valid documents to 

prove legality of diesel and the Master & crew members did not possess the required 

professional qualifications to operate the vessel. The suspects and the detained vessel 

were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Al Batinah. Oman/ 04 Apr 21.                                                     (Crystal Meth & Morphine)  

 

On 04 Apr 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities apprehended four suspects for 

attempting to smuggle drugs off Al Batinah, Oman. Reportedly, the authorities recovered 35 

kg of crystal meth and 05 kg of morphine suspected to be smuggled into the country via sea-

route. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation.  
 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Port Klang, Malaysia/ 05 Apr 21.                                                                 (Captagon Pills)  

 

On 05 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized 650 kg of captagon pills from a container off Port 

Klang, Malaysia. Reportedly, the contraband was placed inside the aluminum floor spring and arrived from a foreign 

country. The estimated worth of the seizure was reported to be about USD 53.4 million. The seizure was handed over to 

the local officials for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Jeddah, Saudi Arabia/ 05 Apr.                                                                       (Amphetamine) 

                                                    

On 05 Apr 21, it was reported that the Saudi authorities apprehended a suspect and 4.3 million amphetamine tablets in 

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. Reportedly, the contraband was hidden inside an apple consignment and was smuggled into the 

country via sea-route. The suspect and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Natural Resource Smuggling/ Off Jayapura, Indonesia/ 06 Apr 21.                                                          (Vanilla) 

                                                    

On 06 Apr 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended four foreign personnel and seized 980 kg of 

smuggled vanilla from a motorboat off Jayapura, Indonesia. Reportedly, the contraband was packed in 36 boxes and was 

suspected to be smuggled from a foreign country via sea route. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be 

about USD 2.06 million. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Fuel Smuggling/ Off Pakistan/ 07 Apr 21.                                                                                                     (Diesel)  

 

On 07 Apr 21, it was reported that the Pakistan authorities apprehended nine suspects and seized 25,000 ltr diesel from a 

boat off Pakistan. Reportedly, the authorities intercepted the suspicious boat and recovered the contraband during the 

search conducted onboard. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

SUMMARY OF CONTRABAND SMUGGLING INCIDENTS 

Comments. As per reports, the drugs were transported from the Middle East and were in transit at Port Klang before 

heading to West Asian countries. 
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• Drug Smuggling/ Off East Aceh, Indonesia/ 07 Apr 21.                                                                     (Crystal Meth)  

 
On 07 Apr 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended four suspects and seized 50 kg crystal meth 

from a boat off East Aceh, Indonesia. Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed in two sacks containing 50 packets of crystal 

meth. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local officials for further investigation.  

 

• Fuel Smuggling/ Off Tho Chu Island, Vietnam/ 08 Apr 21.                                                                         (Diesel)  

 
On 08 Apr 21, it was reported that the Vietnam Coast Guard apprehended three suspects from 

the vessel KG 94299 TS for transporting 100,000 ltr of diesel about 13 nm off Tho Chu Island, 

Vietnam. Reportedly, the Master failed to produce necessary documentation. The suspects and 

the detained vessel were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Fuel Smuggling/ Off Con Dao Island, Vietnam/ 08 Apr 21.                                                                          (Diesel) 

                                                    

On 08 Apr 21, it was reported that the Vietnamese authorities apprehended five suspects and seized 80,000 ltr diesel from 

a vessel TG 93998 TS off Con Dao Island, Vietnam. Reportedly, the vessel was transporting the diesel without valid 

documents. The suspects and the seizure along with the boat were handed over to the local officials for further 

investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Arabian Sea/ 09 Apr 21.                                                                                (Meth & Heroin)  

                                                    

On 09 Apr 21, it was reported that the French frigate GUEPRATTE seized 626 kg 

methamphetamine and 75 kg heroin from a suspicious vessel in Arabian Sea. Reportedly, the 

authorities intercepted the vessel and recovered the contraband during search conducted 

onboard. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be worth USD 17 million.  

 

• Natural Resources Smuggling/ Off Negombo, Sri Lanka/ 10 Apr 21.                                             (Kendu Leaves)  

 
On 10 Apr 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities apprehended six suspects and 

seized 770 kg of kendu leaves from three dinghies off Negombo, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the 

contraband was stuffed inside 22 packages. The authorities also seized 05 kg of cardamom 

and USD 700 in cash. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities 

for further investigation.  

 

• Wildlife Smuggling/ Off Pulau Kapaladjernih, Indonesia/ 11 Apr 21.                                           (Lobster Seed)                                                        

                                                    

On 11 Apr 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended two suspects and 

seized 23,230 lobster seeds from a vessel off Pulau Kapaladjernih, Indonesia. Reportedly, 

the authorities chased down the suspicious boat and recovered the contraband during search 

conducted onboard. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities 

for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Somalia/ 14 Apr 21.                                                                                                     (Heroin)  

                                                                           

On 14 Apr 21, it was reported that the French Frigate NIVOSE apprehended a dhow off Somalia, which contained 300 kg 

of heroin. Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed inside nine bundles. The seizure was taken under custody for further 

investigation. 

  

Comments. Kendu leaf is a species of flowering tree in the family Ebenaceae native to India and Sri Lanka; it has a 

hard, dry bark. The leaves are used for wrapping Bidis, a popular smoke especially among poorer sections. 
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• Drug Smuggling/ Off Jakhau, India/ 15 Apr 21.                                                                                          (Heroin)  

                                                    

On 15 Apr 21, it was reported that the Indian Coast Guard apprehended eight suspects and seized 30 kg heroin from a 

foreign fishing boat NUH off Jakhau, Gujarat, India. Reportedly, the suspects were attempting to smuggle the contraband 

via sea-route. The suspects and the seizure along with the seized boat were handed over to the local officials for further 

investigation.  

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Zamboanga, Philippines/ 15 Apr 21.                                                                (Cigarette)                                

 

On 15 Apr 21, it was reported that the Philippine authorities seized 300 cases of smuggled cigarettes from a boat 

PRINCESS AMINA off Zamboanga, Philippines. Reportedly, the authorities intercepted the suspicious boat and 

recovered the contraband during the search conducted onboard. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be 

about USD 219,200. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Malir, Pakistan/ 15 Apr 21.                                                                                     (Hashish)   

                           

 On 15 Apr 21, it was reported that the Pakistan authorities apprehended two suspects and seized 27 kg of Hashish in 

Malir, Karachi, Pakistan. Reportedly, suspects were attempting to smuggle the contraband to a foreign country via sea-

route. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  
 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Ipil, Philippines/ 16 Apr 21.                                                                             (Cigarette) 

                                                    

On 16 Apr 21, it was reported that the Philippine authorities seized 80 boxes cigarettes from a passenger vessel off Ipil, 

Philippines. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be worth USD 57,850. The seizure was handed over to the 

local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Jeddah Port, Saudi Arabia/ 17 Apr 21.                                                  (Amphetamine pills)                                               

 

On 17 Apr 21, it was reported that the Saudi Arabian authorities apprehended four personnel 

and seized 5.2 million amphetamine pills off Jeddah port, Saudi Arabia. Reportedly, the 

contraband was hidden inside a fruit shipment and was smuggled into the country via sea-

route. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to local officials for further 

investigation. 

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Munnakkarai, Sri Lanka/ 17 Apr 21.                                             (Turmeric)                                                                  

 

On 17 Apr 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities apprehended one suspect and seized over 461 kg dried 

turmeric from two dinghies off Munnakkarai, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed inside 14 sacks. The 

suspect and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Aceh, Indonesia/ 17 Apr 21.                                                                                     (Crystal) 

 

On 17 Apr 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended four suspects and seized 80 kg crystal meth 

from a boat off Aceh, Indonesia. Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed in two rice sacks and was smuggled from a 

foreign country via sea-route. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation.  

                                                                                                                                                                                              

• Wildlife Smuggling/ Off Nunuyan Darat, Malaysia/ 17 Apr 21.                                                          (Turtle Eggs) 

 

On 17 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended a suspect and seized 3,000 turtle eggs from a 

boat off Nunuyan Darat, Malaysia. Reportedly, the contraband was found hidden inside six sacks and was smuggled from a 

foreign country. The suspect and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 
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• Drug Smuggling/ Off Asahan, Indonesia/ 18 Apr 21.                                                             (Crystal Meth & Pills)    

 
On 18 Apr 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended two suspects for smuggling 92 kg crystal meth 

and 61,380 ecstasy pills onboard a boat off Asahan, Indonesia. Reportedly, the authorities recovered the contraband and 

also seized a mobile phone and USD 23 cash from them. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local 

authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Arabian Sea/ 19 Apr 21.                                                                                              (Drug)

                                          

On 19 Apr 21, it was reported that the Indian Naval Ship SUVARNA seized 300 kg drugs from a foreign flagged fishing 

vessel DU SHASHILA in the Arabian Sea. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be about USD 401.9 million. 

The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Kudiyiruppu, Sri Lanka/ 19 Apr 21.                                            (Turmeric)   

                               

On 19 Apr 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities apprehended two suspects and seized 543 kg dried turmeric 

from a dinghy off Kudiyiruppu, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed inside 15 sacks. The suspects and the 

seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

Comments. As per reports, this is a major catch, not only in terms of the quantity and cost, but also from the 

perspective of disruption of the illegal narcotics smuggling routes emanating from the Makran coast and flow towards 

the Indian, Maldivian and Sri Lankan destinations. 

 

 
 

         UNODC aims to end Wildlife Crime to prevent future pandemics of zoonotic origin 

                                                                     

 
                                                    

➢ COVID19 increased collective awareness of the potentially devastating impacts of the illegal wildlife trade on 

human health, the global economy & security.  

➢ UNODC aims to end Wildlife Crime to prevent future pandemics of zoonotic origin and protect human health 

& well-being. The report COVID-19 and Wildlife Crime can be accessed on the following link: 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/index.html  

 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/EndWildlifeCrime?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/COVID19?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/EndWildlifeCrime?src=hashtag_click
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• Drug Smuggling/ Off Al-Batinah, Oman/ 20 Apr 21.                                                      (Crystal Meth & Hashish)   

        

On 20 Apr 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities apprehended two suspects for attempting to smuggle drugs off 

Al-Batinah, Oman. Reportedly, the contraband comprised 50 kg morphine, crystal meth and hashish and was suspected to 

be smuggled into the country via sea-route. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for 

further investigation.  

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Pesalai, Sri Lanka/ 20 Apr 21.                                                         (Turmeric)                                                                         

 

On 20 Apr 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities apprehended two suspects and seized 

258 kg dried turmeric from a dinghy off Pesalai, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed 

inside four sacks. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation.  

 

• Natural Resource Smuggling/ Off Kochi Port, India/ 20 Apr 21.                                                                (Gold)   

 

On 20 Apr 21, it was reported that the Indian authorities (Directorate of Revenue 

Intelligence) seized 14.7 kg gold at Kochi Port, India. Reportedly, the contraband smuggled 

from a foreign country was concealed inside a refrigerator, shipped by sea as 

unaccompanied baggage. The estimated worth of seizure was reported to be about USD 

963,600. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Tuticorin Port, India/ 21 Apr 21.                                                                            (Cocaine)   

 

On 21 Apr 21, it was reported that the Indian authorities (Directorate of Revenue Intelligence) seized 300 kg cocaine from 

a container at Tuticorin Port, India. Reportedly, the contraband was found in nine sacks and smuggled from a foreign 

country. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be about USD 266.6 million. The seizure was handed over to 

the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Gulf of Oman/ 22 Apr 21.                                                                                      (Cannabis)   

 

On 22 Apr 21, it was reported that the French frigate GUEPRATTE seized 3000 kg cannabis from a small boat off Gulf of 

Oman. Reportedly, the seized contraband was then destroyed by the authorities. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Lindi, Tanzania/ 24 Apr 21.                                                                                      (Heroin)   

 

On 24 Apr 21, it was reported that the Tanzanian authorities apprehended seven suspects and seized over 1000 kg of 

heroin from a boat off Lindi, Tanzania. Reportedly, the authorities intercepted the suspicious boat and recovered the 

contraband during search conducted onboard. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for 

further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Arabian Sea/ 24 Apr 21.                                                                                (Meth & Heroin)  

                                                    

On 24 Apr 21, it was reported that the Royal Canadian Navy frigate HMCS CALGARY in support of CMF seized 1286 kg 

heroin and 360 kg methamphetamine from two boats in Arabian sea. Reportedly, the warship intercepted the suspicious 

boats and discovered the contraband during search conducted onboard. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to 

be worth USD 23 million. The seizure was taken into the custody for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Jaffna, Sri Lanka/ 25 Apr 21.                                                                                   (Crystal)   

 

On 25 Apr 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities apprehended four suspects and seized 07 kg crystal 

methamphetamine in Jaffna, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the contraband was suspected to be smuggled from a foreign country 

via sea-route. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

Comments. As per the data recorded by the Centre, there have been a total 15 seizures by CMF from Jan – Apr 21. 
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• Drug Smuggling/ Off Kuala Kedah, Malaysia/ 26 Apr 21.                                                             (Ketum) 

                              

On 26 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized 500 kg ketum leaves from a fiber boat without 

registration number off Kuala Kedah, Malaysia. Upon sighting the approaching patrol boats the suspects jumped into the 

sea and fled away. However, the authorities were able to recover the contraband from the boat. The estimated worth of 

seizure was reported to be USD 21,900. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Zamboanga, Philippines/ 26 Apr 21.                                                                (Cigarette) 

                                                    

On 26 Apr 21, it was reported that the Philippine authorities seized 60 cases of smuggled cigarettes from a motorboat off 

Zamboanga City, Philippines. Upon noticing the approaching patrol boats, the suspects jumped into the sea and fled away. 

However, the authorities intercepted the boat and recovered the contraband. The estimated value of the seizure was 

reported to be worth USD 43,500. The contraband and the seized boat were handed over to the local officials for further 

investigation.  

 

• Fuel Smuggling/ Off Con Dao Island, Vietnam/ 27 Apr 21.                                                                         (Diesel) 

 
On 27 Apr 21, it was reported that the Vietnamese authorities seized 195,000 ltr diesel from 

two fishing vessels TG - 92233- TS and TG - 91133- TS off Con Dao Island, Vietnam. 

Reportedly, the vessels were transporting the diesel without valid documents. The seizure 

and the seized boats were handed over to the local officials for further investigation.  

 
 

• Wildlife & Fuel Smuggling/ Off Langkawi, Malaysia/ 27 Apr 21.                                             (Petrol & Chicken) 

                                                       

On 27 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended three suspects for smuggling wildlife and fuel 

onboard a fibre boat off Langkawi, Malaysia. Reportedly, the authorities recovered 71 chicken used in rooster fighting, 40 

stone magpie, 20 petrol barrels and 533 cactus trees from the boat. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the 

local officials for further investigation.  

 

• Fuel Smuggling/ Off Tho Chu Island, Vietnam/ 27 Apr 21.                                                                          (Diesel) 

                                                    

On 27 Apr 21, it was reported that the Vietnam authorities apprehended four suspects and seized 70,000 ltr diesel from a 

vessel KG 91283 TS about 14 nm North West of Tho Chu Island, Vietnam. Reportedly, the vessel was transporting the 

diesel without valid documents. The suspects and the vessel were handed over to the local officials for further 

investigation.  

 

• Fuel Smuggling/ Off Con Dao, Vietnam/ 27 Apr 21.                                                                                      (Diesel)  

                                                    

On 27 Apr 21, it was reported that the Vietnamese authorities seized 60,000 ltr diesel from a fishing vessel TG-93798- TS 

about 75 nm South East of Con Dao, Vietnam. Reportedly, the vessel was transporting diesel without valid documents. 

The seizure along with the suspects were handed over to the local officials for further investigation.  

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Kudiramalai, Sri Lanka/ 27 Apr 21.                                            (Cardamom)                               

                                                   

On 27 Apr 21, it was reported that the Sri Lanka Navy apprehended seven foreign nationals attempting to smuggle 425 kg 

Cardamom into the country onboard a dhow off Kudiramalai, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed in 425 

packages. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local officials for further investigation.  

 

  

➢ Comments. Ketum leaf has been misused by many as it contains psychoactive substances mitragynine which 

can have stimulant, sedative and euphoria effects that can lead to addiction. 

➢ As per open-source reports, Ketum is generally considered as narcotic drugs and has already been banned for 

domestic consumption in Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand. 
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• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Kudiramalai, Sri Lanka/ 28 Apr 21.                          (Turmeric &Cardamom)                                                         

                                                    

On 28 Apr 21, it was reported that the Sri Lanka Navy apprehended five foreign nationals for 

attempting to smuggle 2790 kg turmeric and 378 kg cardamom into the country onboard a dhow 

off Kudiramalai, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the turmeric was found in 93 sacks and cardamom in 

16 sacks. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local officials for further 

investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Jaffna, Sri Lanka/ 28 Apr 21.                                                                                (Cannabis)  

                                                    

On 28 Apr 21, it was reported that the Sri Lanka Navy seized 240 kg cannabis off Jaffna, 

Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed in 07 sacks in 105 packages and was 

concealed in a shrimp farming enclosure. The seizure were handed over to the local officials 

for further investigation.  

 

 

 
 
 
 

           A Shallow Flood: The Diffusion of Heroin in Eastern and Southern Africa – GI-TOC 

                                                                      

                                                                        
 

➢ As per GI-TOC report, the flow of heroin from Asian production points to the coastal shores of eastern and 

southern Africa is not new. Whereas the first heroin transit routes in the region in the 1970s relied heavily on 

maritime transport to enter the continent, a number of transport modes and urban centres of the interior have 

increasingly become important features in the current movement of heroin in this region.  

➢ Interior transit hubs and networks have developed around air transport nodes that use regular regional and 

international connections to ship heroin. As regional air routes proliferated and became more efficient, their utility 

and value for the heroin trade increased as well. Heroin is also consolidated and shipped over a frequently shifting 

network of overland routes, moving it deeper into the African interior in a south-westerly direction across the 

continent. 

➢ The impact of this creeping spread of heroin on regional state development has been significant and, 

paradoxically, symbiotic. The emerging illicit African drug market environments may represent credible threats to 

the development and security of the region’s nascent independent state institutions and structures. At the same time, 

these markets have also presented new and considerable sources of economic livelihood and opportunity for the 

continent’s ever-expanding population of poor, disenfranchised and vulnerable people. A surrogate ‘drug working 

class’ has emerged as a socio-economic sequela to more traditional, yet increasingly limited, licit income 

opportunities. 

➢  The full report can be accessed on the following link: https://globalinitiative.net/analysis/heroin-east-

southern-africa/ 
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IUU FISHING 

 

44 IUU fishing incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Apr 21, an increase of about 8% from Mar 21. 

The Centre observed about 50% increase in the number of poaching incidents (21) as compared to Mar 21 (14). This 

may in part be attributed to the enhanced enforcement operations by coastal states, enhanced reporting and 

plausibly better data capture by the Centre. A 61-day annual fishing ban has been imposed on the east coast of 

India (between territorial waters and EEZ), from 15 Apr – 14 Jun 21. The seasonal ban (view breeding season of 

Olive Ridley turtles) imposed by the State of Odisha, India on fishing within a 20 km stretch from the mouths of Devi, 

Dhamara, and Rushikulya rivers from 01 Nov 20 to 31 May 21, continues to be in effect. 

 

Local IUU Fishing – The Centre monitored a total of 23 incidents of local IUU. Majority of the incidents were 

reported in Malaysia (10) followed by Philippines (06), Indonesia (03), Kenya (02) and one each in India and Sri 

Lanka. The arrests and subsequent legal actions by the local agencies were aimed to curb illegal fishing using 

banned nets, trawling, blast fishing and fishing outside the designated areas without license. Some fishermen were 

apprehended for fishing of banned species and fishing during the period of seasonal ban.   

 

Poaching – Arrest of foreign fishermen undertaking poaching in waters of another country were reported in India, 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Thailand.  
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka/ 01 Apr 21.                                                                                  (Local)  

 

On 01 Apr 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities apprehended a fisherman 

onboard a local fishing vessel for engaging in illegal fishing off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka. 

Reportedly, the authorities seized 82 water gel sticks from the fisherman which were suspected 

to be used for illegal fishing. The apprehended fisherman and the seizure were handed over to 

local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off North Natuna, Indonesia/ 05 Apr 21.                                                                          (Poaching)  

 

On 05 Apr 21, it was reported that Indonesian authorities apprehended 21 foreign fishermen and seized two foreign 

fishing vessels for fishing illegally off North Natuna, Indonesia. Reportedly, the fishing vessels were suspected to be 

fishing inside country’s EEZ without a valid permit. The suspects and the vessels were handed over to the local authorities 

for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Phuket, Thailand/ 08 Apr 21.                                                                                       (Poaching) 

 

On 08 Apr 21, it was reported that the Thailand authorities apprehended 32 foreign fishermen and seized one foreign 

fishing vessel for illegal fishing off Phuket, Thailand. Reportedly, the suspects were observed to be fishing inside the 

country’s EEZ without a valid permit. The suspects and the seized boat were handed over to the local authorities for 

further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Thailand/ 09 Apr 21.                                                                                                     (Poaching)  

 
On 09 Apr 21, it was reported that the Thai authorities apprehended 34 foreign fishermen from a fishing vessel  KM 

RIZKY LAOT for engaging in illegal fishing off Thailand. Reportedly, the suspects were fishing inside the country’s 

waters without a valid permit. The fishermen and the seized boat were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation.  
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Tok Bali, Malaysia/ 09 Apr 21.                                                                                   (Poaching)  

 

On 09 Apr 21, it was reported that Malaysian authorities apprehended three foreign 

fishermen from a foreign fishing vessel for fishing illegally about 57 nm off Tok Bali, 

Malaysia. Reportedly, the fishing vessel was suspected to be harvesting sea cucumbers 

inside country’s EEZ without a valid permit. The authorities also seized 40 kg of sea 

cucumbers worth USD 900. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local 

authorities for further investigation. 

SUMMARY OF IUU FISHING INCIDENTS 
 

                              IMO targets increased safety for fishing industry  

 

 
 

Decision-makers from maritime administrations and fishery authorities participated in a webinar exploring the 

challenges and benefits of the 2012 Cape Town Agreement as a tool to drastically improve fishing safety. The two-day 

event, held on 13 & 14 Apr 21, saw stakeholders from the Middle East, North Africa and Mediterranean States share 

their progress towards ratification of the agreement, which is yet to come into force. The meeting highlighted the 

numerous benefits of ratifying the agreement, including the ability to create a level playing field, as Parties to the 

Agreement have the power to request any vessels fishing in their territorial waters to implement the same safety 

standards, i.e. no favourable treatment. Additionally, the agreement also sets out provisions for harmonised inspections 

of the fishing fleet. Source: https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/Pages/WhatsNew-1602.aspx 
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Lamu, Kenya/ 09 Apr 21.                                                                                                   (Local)   

                                            

On 09 Apr 21, it was reported that the Kenya Coast Guard apprehended 20 fishermen and seized 

four fishing vessels for engaging in illegal fishing off Lamu, Kenya. Reportedly, the suspects 

were observed to be fishing using monofilament and seine nets for fishing. The suspects and the 

seized boats were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  
 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Gahirmatha, India/ 09 Apr 21.                                                                                         (Local)   

                                            

On 09 Apr 21, it was reported that the Indian authorities apprehended 11 fishermen and seized a 

fishing vessel for engaging in illegal fishing off Gahirmatha, Odisha, India. Reportedly, the vessel 

was observed to be fishing inside a protected area. The suspects and the seized boat were handed 

over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Myanmar/ 10 Apr 21.                                                                                                   (Poaching)  

 
On 10 Apr 21, it was reported that the Myanmar authorities apprehended 10 foreign fishermen onboard a fishing vessel 

SHOBHA SHREE for engaging in illegal fishing off Myanmar. Reportedly, the fishermen were observed to be fishing 

inside the country’s waters without a valid permit. The fishermen and the seized boat were handed over to the local 

authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Labuan Island, Malaysia/ 11 Apr 21.                                                                          (Poaching)   

                                            

On 11 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended five foreign fishermen 

from a foreign fishing vessel for engaging in illegal fishing about 35 nm North West of Labuan 

Island, Malaysia. Reportedly, the suspects were observed to be fishing inside the country’s 

waters without a valid permit. The fishermen and the seized boat were handed over to the local 

authorities for further investigation.  
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off East Nusa Tenggara, Indonesia/ 11 Apr 21.                                                   (Local) 

     

On 11 Apr 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended five fishermen for illegal fishing off East Nusa 

Tenggara, Indonesia. Reportedly, the suspects were observed to be fishing using blast fishing techniques, prohibited in the 

area. The authorities also seized a motorboat, 26 Molotov cocktails, 19 deactivated detonators, an activated detonator, 16 

LED lamps, a wooden boat and a compressor from them. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for 

further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Riau Islands, Indonesia/ 12 Apr 21.                                                                            (Poaching)  

 

On 12 Apr 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended 20 fishermen from five foreign fishing vessels 

for engaging in illegal fishing off Riau Islands, Indonesia. Reportedly, the suspects were observed to be fishing inside the 

country’s waters without a valid permit. The fishermen and the seized boats were handed over to the local authorities for 

further investigation.  

Comments. Monofilament nets (fishing line made from a single fiber of plastic constructed from multiple fibers of 

material) and seine nets capture both mature fish and fingerlings, hence, destroying fish breeding sites. This eventually 

affects fish production. The Ministry of Agriculture has called for a total ban on the importation of monofilament nets, 

mostly from Asia, terming them the greatest threat to Kenya's fishing industry. 

 

 

 
 

Comments. There is a seven-month fishing ban from 01 Nov 20 to 31 May 21 in Odisha’s Gahirmatha Marine 

Sanctuary, the world’s largest rookery of the endangered Olive Ridley turtles. Lakhs of Olive Ridleys come to 

Gahirmatha coast from far off places for nesting every year. The turtles arrive in November every year for mating in 

the sea. Later, the female Olive Ridleys lay eggs at Nasi-1 and 2 islands. 

 

 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fishing_line
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiber
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plastic
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Pulau Tioman, Malaysia/ 13 Apr 21.                                                                                 (Local)  

 
On 13 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended five fishermen (two 

local and three foreign nationals) from a local fishing vessel for illegal fishing about 9.8 nm 

off Pulau Tioman, Malaysia. Reportedly, the suspects were observed to be fishing in the area 

without a valid license. The authorities also seized high value catches such as squid and 

mackerel from them. The suspects and the seizures were handed over to the local authorities 

for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Kapini, Kenya/ 14 Apr 21.                                                                                             (Local) 

     

On 14 Apr 21, it was reported that the Kenya authorities apprehended one fisherman and seized a fishing vessel for illegal 

fishing off Kapini, Kenya. Reportedly, the suspect was observed to be fishing using prohibited fishing gears in the area. 

The suspect and the seized fishing vessel were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Mantanani Island, Malaysia/ 14 Apr 21.                                                                     (Poaching) 

 

On 14 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended five foreign fishermen from a foreign fishing 

vessel for engaging in illegal fishing about 17 nm off Mantanani Island, Malaysia. Reportedly, the suspects were observed 

to be fishing inside the country’s waters without a valid permit. The fishermen and the seized boat were handed over to 

the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Palawan, Philippines/ 14 Apr 21.                                                                                       (Local)   

                                            

On 14 Apr 21, it was reported that the Philippine authorities apprehended 19 fishermen from a fishing vessel SIMON 

ALFONS VII for illegal fishing about 5.7 nm North East of Palawan, Philippines. Reportedly, the fishermen were observed 

to be fishing using illegal fishing gears. The suspects and the seized boat were handed over to the local authorities for 

further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Bauang, Philippines/ 14 Apr 21.                                                                                        (Local)   

                                            

On 14 Apr 21, it was reported that the Philippine authorities apprehended 12 fishermen from a local fishing vessel 

PRINCESS CHARISSE ML15 for engaging in illegal fishing off Bauang, Philippines. Reportedly, the vessel was observed 

to be fishing in the area without having a valid license and using illegal fishing gears. The authorities also seized fish 

catch and fishing equipment worth USD 51,650 from the boat. The fishermen and the seizures were handed over to the 

local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Kudat, Malaysia/ 15 Apr 21.                                                                                         (Poaching)   

   

On 15 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended 20 fishermen from a foreign fishing vessel for 

engaging in illegal fishing off the coast of Kudat, Malaysia. Reportedly, the suspects were fishing in the country’s EEZ 

without a valid permit. The authorities also seized fish catch and fishing equipment from the vessel. The suspects and the 

seizures were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Pakistan/ 16 Apr 21.                                             (Poaching)                                                                           

     

On 16 Apr 21, it was reported that the Pakistan authorities apprehended six foreign fishermen onboard a foreign fishing 

vessel for engaging in illegal fishing off Pakistan. Reportedly, the fishermen were fishing inside the country’s EEZ 

without a valid permit. The suspects were handed over to local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Palawan, Philippines/ 17 Apr 21.                                    (Local)                                                                           

     

On 17 Apr 21, it was reported that the Philippine Coast Guard apprehended 38 suspects and seized three fishing vessels 

off Palawan, Philippines. Reportedly, the suspects were observed to be fishing using illegal fishing gear (superlights). The 

suspects and seized boats were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Belawan, Indonesia/ 17 Apr 21.                                                                                     (Poaching)   

 

On 17 Apr 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended five fishermen onboard a foreign fishing vessel 

for engaging in illegal fishing off Belawan, Indonesia. Reportedly, the suspects were fishing using banned trawl nets in the 

area. The suspects and the seized boat were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Kuala Baram, Malaysia/ 17 Apr 21.                                                                                  (Local)   

 

On 17 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended nine foreign fishermen from two local class C 

fishing vessels for illegal fishing about 07 nm north of Kuala Baram, Malaysia. Reportedly, the suspects were observed to 

be fishing in a prohibited zone. The authorities also seized 900 kg of fish catch from the vessels. The fishermen and the 

seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Palawan, Philippines/ 17 Apr 21.                                                                                      (Local) 

 

On 17 Apr 21, it was reported that the Philippine authorities apprehended four suspects and seized 200,000 kg illegally 

harvested giant clams off Palawan, Philippines. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be worth USD 24.81 

million. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Labason, Philippines/ 17 Apr 21.                                                                                      (Local) 

     

On 17 Apr 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities seized a local fishing boat 

HULMAH-1 and its crew for engaging in illegal fishing about 1.5 nm South-West of Labason, 

Philippines. Reportedly, the suspects were engaged in fishing using active gears prohibited in the 

area. The seized boat and the suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation.  
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Tanjung Sekakap, Malaysia/ 18 Apr 21.                                                                          (Local) 

 

On 18 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended five fishermen  and seized a class C fishing 

trawler for illegal fishing about 10.7 nm of Tanjung Sekakap, Malaysia. Reportedly, the fishermen were fishing illegally 

in a prohibited area. The authorities also fishing equipment and 80 kg of fish catch. The fishermen and the seizures were 

handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Labuan Island, Malaysia/ 18 Apr 21.                        (Local)                                                                           

     

On 18 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized two fishing boats and apprehended eight fishermen 

(four locals and four foreign nationals)  for illegal fishing about 23.3 nm North West of Labuan Island, Malaysia. 

Reportedly, the vessels were observed to be fishing inside a prohibited area. The fishermen and the seized boats were 

handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Bum Bum Island, Malaysia/ 20 Apr 21.                                                                             (Local) 

 

On 20 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended two fishermen from a 

fishing vessel for engaging in illegal fishing off Bum Bum Island, Malaysia. Reportedly, the 

suspects were using blast fishing technique in the area. The authorities also seized 70 kg fish 

catch, two reels of hose, a compressor and two pump engines from the boat. The suspects and 

the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  
 

  

Comments. As per reports, giant clam shells are used as an alternative material for products ranging from earrings to 

chandeliers as ivory becomes scarce. Killing endangered species is punishable by up to 12 years in prison and fines. 
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Kepulauan Seribu, Indonesia/ 20 Apr 21.                                                                          (Local) 

 

On 20 Apr 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities seized two fishing vessels for 

engaging in illegal fishing off Kepulauan Seribu, Indonesia. Reportedly, the suspects were 

fishing in the prohibited area and were using illegal fishing gears. The seized boats were handed 

over to the local authorities for further investigation.  
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Kuala Sibuti, Malaysia/ 21 Apr 21.                                                                               (Poaching) 

 

On 21 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended seven foreign 

fishermen from a foreign flagged fishing vessel for engaging in illegal fishing about 21 nm 

northwest of Kuala Sibuti, Malaysia. Reportedly, the suspects were fishing inside the country’s 

waters without a valid permit. The fishermen and the seized boat were handed over to the local 

authorities for further investigation.  
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Tanjung Karang, Malaysia/ 21 Apr 21.                                                                            (Local) 

 

On 21 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended nine fishermen (including six foreign 

fishermen) from local four fishing boats off Tanjung Karang, Malaysia. Reportedly, the suspects were observed to be 

engaged in fishing using banned fishing nets. The authorities also seized 80 fishing nets from the boats. The suspects and 

the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Tanjung Sirik, Malaysia/ 21 Apr 21.                                                                  (Poaching)  

 

On 21 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended nine foreign 

fishermen and seized a foreign fishing vessel for illegal fishing about 107 nm off Tanjung 

Sirik, Malaysia. Reportedly, the suspects were observed to be fishing inside the country’s 

waters without a valid permit. The suspects and the seized boat were handed over to the local 

authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Narcondum Island, India/ 22 Apr 21.                                                                          (Poaching)   

 

On 22 Apr 21, it was reported that the Coast Guard Ship RAJKAMAL apprehended six foreign fishermen from a foreign 

fishing vessel for illegal fishing about 05 nm South West of Narcondum Island, India. Reportedly, the suspects were 

observed to be fishing inside the country’s EEZ without a valid permit. The suspects and the seized boat were handed over 

to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Kuala Perlis, Malaysia/ 22 Apr 21.                                                                                     (Local) 

 

On 22 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended four fishermen onboard a fishing vessel for 

engaging in illegal fishing about 13 nm West of Kuala Perlis, Malaysia. Reportedly, the suspects were using illegal fishing 

gears. The suspects and the fishing gear worth USD 480 were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Kuala Kuantan, Malaysia/ 22 Apr 21.                                                                               (Local) 

 

On 22 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended four foreign fishermen onboard a class C local 

fishing vessel off Kuala Kuantan, Malaysia. Reportedly, the suspects were engaged in illegal fishing without having a 

valid work permit. The authorities also seized fishing gears and seafood from the vessel. The suspects and the seizure 

were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Pakistan/ 23 Apr 21.                                                                                                       (Poaching)   

                                            

On 23 Apr 21, it was reported that the Pakistan authorities apprehended 28 foreign fishermen 

from five foreign fishing vessels for engaging in illegal fishing off Pakistan. Reportedly, the 

vessels were fishing inside the country’s waters without a valid permit. The suspects and the 

seized boats were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  
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• IUU Fishing/ Off San Dionisio, Philippines/ 24 Apr 21.                                                                                  (Local)  

 

On 24 Apr 21, it was reported that the Philippine authorities apprehended three fishermen from a local fishing boat for 

engaging in illegal fishing off San Dionisio, Philippines. Reportedly, the fishermen were observed to be fishing inside a 

prohibited area without a valid permit. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Pulau Buloh, Malaysia/ 24 Apr 21.                                                                               (Poaching)  

 

On 24 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended five foreign 

fishermen and seized a foreign fishing vessel for illegal fishing about 13 nm South West of 

Pulau Buloh, Malaysia. Reportedly, the suspects were observed to be fishing inside the 

country’s waters without a valid permit. The authorities also seized 50 kg of fish catch from 

the boat. The suspects and the seizures were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia/ 25 Apr 21.                                                                          (Local)  

 

On 25 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended 13 foreign fishermen 

from two Class C2 local fishing vessels about 35 nm North East of Kuala Terengganu, 

Malaysia. Reportedly, the suspects were engaged in illegal fishing in the area without having a 

valid document. The suspects and the seized boats were handed over to the local authorities for 

further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Mersing, Malaysia/ 25 Apr 21.                                                                                      (Poaching)   

 

On 25 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended 19 fishermen onboard two foreign fishing 

vessels for engaging in illegal fishing about 10 nm North East of Mersing, Malaysia. Reportedly, the suspects were 

observed to be fishing inside the country’s waters without a valid permit. The suspects and the seized boats were handed 

over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Pulau Aur, Malaysia/ 25 Apr 21.                                                                                  (Poaching)   

 

On 25 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended four foreign fishermen onboard a foreign 

flagged fishing vessel for engaging in illegal fishing about 10 nm off Pulau Aur, Malaysia. Reportedly, the suspects were 

fishing inside the country’s waters without a valid permit. The suspects and the seized boat were handed over to the local 

authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Serua Island, Indonesia/ 27 Apr 21.                                                                                  (Local)   

 

On 27 Apr 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended 15 fishermen and seized a fishing vessel for 

illegal fishing off Serua Island, Indonesia. Reportedly, the fishermen were observed to be fishing using fish bombs. The 

authorities also seized 11,000 kg of fish catch and other fishing equipments from them. The suspects and the seizures were 

handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Natuna, Indonesia/ 27 Apr 21.                                                                                       (Poaching)   

                                            

On 27 Apr 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities seized a foreign flagged fishing vessel for illegal fishing off 

Natuna, Indonesia. Reportedly, the vessel was observed to be fishing inside the country’s waters without a valid permit. 

The seized boat was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Perak, Malaysia/ 27 Apr 21.                                                                                                (Local)   

                                            

On 27 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended five foreign fishermen 

from a local Class C fishing vessel for engaging in illegal fishing about 6.2 nm North-West of 

Perak, Malaysia. Reportedly, the suspects were fishing in a prohibited area. The suspects and 

the seized boat were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Vaavu Atoll, Maldives/ 29 Apr 21.                                                                                (Poaching)   

                         

On 29 Apr 21, it was reported that the Maldivian authorities seized five foreign fishing vessels for engaging in illegal 

fishing off Vaavu Atoll, Maldives. Reportedly, the vessels were suspected to be fishing inside the country’s EEZ without a 

valid permit. The seized boats and the suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

           

• IUU Fishing/ Off Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia/ 29 Apr 21.                                                                    (Poaching)   

                         

On 29 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended 19 fishermen onboard three foreign flagged 

fishing vessels for engaging in illegal fishing about 120 nm North East of Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia. Reportedly, the 

fishing vessels were fishing inside the country’s waters without a valid permit. The suspects and seized vessels were 

handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

How to Stop Illegal Fishing: Stateless Vessels 

 

                        
 

➢ The ‘How to Stop Illegal Fishing’ series aims to improve awareness and understanding of the roles and 

responsibilities of different actors in stopping illegal fishing. As with all of Stop Illegal Fishing’s (SIF’s) publications, 

it targets the needs of African fisheries and countries, is based on evidence and analysis, and places legality in the 

fisheries sector as an essential element of sustainable development. 

  

➢ This guidance has been compiled with the assistance of Judith Swan and has drawn on evidence produced by 

the FISH-i Africa Task Force and the Stop Illegal Fishing Investigative Unit. Publishing of this pamphlet has been 

supported by the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) on behalf of The German Federal 

Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), through the Port State Measures to Stop Illegal Fishing 

(PSM-SIF) project. 

 

➢ The full report can be accessed on: https://stopillegalfishing.com/publications/how-to-stop-illegal-fishing-

stateless vessels/ 

https://stopillegalfishing.com/publications/how-to-stop-illegal-fishing-stateless
https://stopillegalfishing.com/publications/how-to-stop-illegal-fishing-stateless
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IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION 

83 IHM incidents were recorded by the Centre in Apr 21, a 48% increase from the 56 incidents recorded in Mar 21. 

This increase which may be attributable to enhanced reporting, better data capture by the Centre and favourable 

weather conditions in the Mediterranean. The fallout of COVID-19 is likely to exacerbate illegal 

crossings/migration. About 70% of the recorded incidents occurred in the Mediterranean region. 10 incidents were 

reported off Mayotte, four off Malaysia, two each off Djibouti and Vietnam and one each in Bangladesh, Indonesia, 

Madagascar, Oman and Sri Lanka.  

 

Crossings off Mayotte – The Centre monitored a 16% decrease in the recorded incidents of migrant crossings off 

Mayotte in Apr 21, as compared to Mar 21. The incidents reported off Mayotte involved detaining of traditional 

local boats “kwassa-kwassa” along with the suspected smugglers and irregular migrants. 

 

Mediterranean – Incidents reported in Mediterranean in Apr 21 were monitored off Greece, Libya, Tunisia & 

Turkey and this is an increase in 57% as compared to Mar 21. The Centre monitored 60 migrant crossings (both 

attempted & successful) in the region, up from 22 in Mar 21. Favourable weather conditions for small boat 

operations and proactive reporting by authorities are likely to be some of the drivers behind this increase. While no 

crossings were monitored by the Centre along the Western Mediterranean route, an increase was monitored along 

the Eastern routes. Turkey has been a key transit point for asylum seekers aiming to cross into Europe. There was a 

sharp increase in reported incidents off Turkey in Apr 21 compared to the previous month. The increase in number 

as compared to the previous year along these routes could possibly be due to proactive reporting by the various 

authorities. 
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 01 Apr 21.   

 

On 01 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard apprehended five irregular migrants from an inflatable boat 

off the coast of Mugla, Turkey.  Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat in local waters. The apprehended 

migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 01 Apr 21.   

  

On 01 Apr 21, it was reported that the Mayotte AEM HQ apprehended 45 foreign nationals onboard four kwassa-kwassa 

boats off Mayotte. In addition, the authorities apprehended four suspected smugglers in connection to this incident. The 

suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 01 Apr 21.   

 
On 01 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 13 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the migrants raised a distress alert after the boat encountered mechanical failure and 

stranded at sea. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 

proceedings.  

 

SUMMARY OF IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION INCIDENTS 

Review on Human Trafficking and Migrant Smuggling by UNODC 

                    

 
 

➢ Human trafficking and migrant smuggling are global and widespread crimes that use men, women and children for 

profit. The organised networks or individuals behind these lucrative crimes take advantage of people who are 

vulnerable, desperate or simply seeking a better life. UNODC strives for the eradication of these crimes through the 

dismantling of the criminal enterprises that trade in people and the conviction of the main preparators.  

 

➢ This Annual Report highlights the main achievements in 2020 of UNODC’s three global programmes against 

trafficking in persons and the smuggling of migrants (GLOT59, GLOT92 and GLO.ACT). It illustrates the global 

reach and impact of UNODC programmes and marks the 20th anniversary of the UN Protocols on Trafficking in 

Persons and against Migrant Smuggling.  

 

➢ Full report can be accessed on the following link: https://www.unodc.org/documents/human-

trafficking/HTMSS_Annual_Report_2020.pdf 
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Turkey/ 02 Apr 21.   

 
On 02 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard in seven different incidents rescued 231 irregular migrants off 

Turkey. Reportedly the migrants were adrift in the country’s waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and 

transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 02 Apr 21.   

 

On 02 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 54 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the migrants raised a distress alert after the boat encountered mechanical failure 

and was stranded at sea. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for 

onward legal proceedings.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 03 Apr 21.   

 
On 03 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 27 irregular migrants from a lifeboat off the coast of 

Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the lifeboat in local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted 

ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 05 Apr 21.   

 
On 05 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 24 irregular migrants from 

a boat off the coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the migrants raised a distress alert after the 

boat encountered mechanical failure and was stranded at sea. The rescued migrants were 

shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.  

 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Jalan Tawau Lama, Malaysia/ 05 Apr 21.   

 

On 05 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended 22 irregular migrants off Jalan Tawau Lama, 

Malaysia.  Reportedly, migrants entered the country via sea-route without valid documents. The apprehended migrants 

were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 05 Apr 21.   

 

On 05 Apr 21, it was reported that the Mayotte AEM HQ apprehended 81 foreign nationals onboard five kwassa-kwassa 

boats off Mayotte. In addition, the authorities apprehended four suspected smugglers in connection to this incident. The 

suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 06 Apr 21.   

  

On 06 Apr 21, it was reported that the Mayotte AEM HQ apprehended 15 foreign nationals onboard a kwassa-kwassa boat 

off Mayotte. In addition, the authorities apprehended one suspected smuggler in connection to this incident. The suspects 

were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Balikesir, Turkey/ 06 Apr 21.   

 
On 06 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued eight irregular migrants from a rubber boat off 

Balikesir, Turkey. Reportedly, the migrants raised a distress alert after the boat encountered mechanical failure and 

stranded at sea. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal 

proceedings.  

Comments. As per reports, Turkey has been an important transit point for migrants aiming to cross into Europe to start 

new lives. Presently, it hosts nearly 4 million refugees, including more than 3.6 million Syrians, the most for any 

country in the world.  

Source: https://www.aa.com.tr/en/turkey/at-least-24-asylum-seekers-held-in-northwest-turkey/2199198 
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Balikesir, Turkey/ 06 Apr 21.   

 

On 06 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 68 irregular migrants from a rubber boat off Balikesir, 

Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the rubber boat in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore 

and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 06 Apr 21.   

 

On 06 Apr 21, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard rescued 77 irregular migrants off Libya. Reportedly, the boat 

carrying migrants capsized and five migrants lost their lives while they were attempting to cross the Mediterranean to 

reach European shores.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Silawathura, Sri Lanka/ 06 Apr 21.   

 

On 06 Apr 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities apprehended 20 irregular migrants off Silawathura, Sri 

Lanka. Reportedly, the migrants were attempting to migrate to a foreign country illegally via sea route. The apprehended 

migrants were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 06 Apr 21.   

 

On 06 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 29 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat in local waters. The rescued migrants were 

shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 06 Apr 21.   

 

On 06 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 35 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat in local waters. The rescued migrants were 

shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 07 Apr 21.   

 

On 07 Apr 21, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard apprehended 138 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off 

Libya. Reportedly, the migrants attempted to cross the Mediterranean to reach European shores. The apprehended 

migrants were transferred back to the Libyan shores. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 08 Apr 21.   

 

On 08 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 15 irregular migrants from 

an inflatable boat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the 

inflatable boat in local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to 

provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.  

➢ Comments. In Mar 21, about 130 migrants were presumed dead after their boat capsized off Libya. "The 

continuous loss of life calls for an urgent change in approach to the situation in Libya and the Central 

Mediterranean” the IOM said in a Twitter post.  

➢ Libya has in recent years emerged as the major transit point for migrants from Africa and the Middle East. 

There has been a spike in crossings and attempted crossings from Libya in recent weeks. Around 7,000 Europe-bound 

migrants were intercepted and returned to Libya so far this year, according to the IOM's tally.  

➢ Smugglers often pack desperate families into ill-equipped rubber boats that stall and founder along the 

perilous Central Mediterranean route. Over the last several years, hundreds of thousands of migrants have reached 

Europe either on their own or after being rescued at sea. Multiple migrants reportedly drowned along the way, while 

some were intercepted and returned to Libya. 

 

Source: https://www.dailysabah.com/world/mid-east/11-migrants-drown-after-boat-capsizes-off-libya 
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off North Sumatra, Indonesia/ 08 Apr 21. 

 

On 08 Apr 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended 36 irregular migrants from a boat off North 

Sumatra, Indonesia. Reportedly, the migrants were being illegally transferred to a foreign country by traffickers. The 

apprehended migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Othonoi, Greece/ 10 Apr 21. 

 

On 10 Apr 21, it was reported that the Greek Coast Guard rescued 17 irregular migrants off Othonoi, Greece. Reportedly, 

the migrants were being transferred to a foreign country by traffickers on a stolen vessel. It was reported that the 

authorities located the migrants’ vessel, rescued the stranded migrants and handed over to local authorities for onward 

legal proceedings.   

  

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Balikesir, Turkey/ 10 Apr 21.   

 

On 10 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 28 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Balikesir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued 

migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Johor, Malaysia/ 11 Apr 21.   

 

On 11 Apr 21, it was reported that Malaysian authorities apprehended three irregular 

migrants from the coastal area of Johor, Malaysia. Reportedly, the migrants entered the 

country illegally via sea-route. The authorities also seized three mobile phones and USD 

500 cash from them. The apprehended migrants were handed over to the local 

authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Djibouti/ 11 Apr 21.   

  

On 11 Apr 21, it was reported that the Djibouti authorities rescued a boat carrying 62 irregular migrants from Yemen that 

sank in the Northern waters of Djibouti. Reportedly, the authorities were able to rescue 12 migrants (including a pregnant 

woman and a 7-year-old girl) and recovered mortal remains of 50 migrants. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Obock, Djibouti/ 12 Apr 21.   

 

On 12 Apr 21, it was reported that a boat with 60 irregular migrants onboard capsized 

off Obock, Djibouti. Reportedly, the boat encountered heavy weather prevailing in the 

area after leaving the Yemen coast. It was reported that 34 migrants lost their lives in 

the incident. As per reports, the migrants were being transported by smugglers.  
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 12 Apr 21.   

  

During an operation conducted from 09-12 Apr 21, it was reported that the Mayotte AEM HQ apprehended 93 foreign 

nationals onboard seven kwassa-kwassa boats off Mayotte. In addition, the authorities apprehended six suspected 

smugglers in connection to this incident. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 13 Apr 21.   

 

On 13 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 23 irregular migrants from a boat off the coast of 

Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted 

ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 13 Apr 21.   

 

On 13 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 94 irregular migrants 

from a boat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat 
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stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for 

onward legal proceedings.  
 

• Irregular Human Migration / Off Mugla, Turkey/ 13 Apr 21.                                                             

 

On 13 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued one irregular migrant from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the migrant raised a distress alert after the boat encountered mechanical failure and 

was stranded at sea. The rescued migrant was shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward 

legal proceedings.  
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Oman/ 14 Apr 21.   

 

On 14 Apr 21, it was reported that the Oman Coast Guard apprehended 27 infiltrators from a boat while attempting to 

depart the country illegally. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.   
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Balikesir, Turkey/ 14 Apr 21.   

 

On 14 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 40 irregular migrants 

from a rubber boat off the coast of Balikesir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted 

the stranded boat in local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and 

transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 14 Apr 21.   

 

On 14 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued six irregular migrants from a lifeboat off the coast of 

Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were 

shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 14 Apr 21.   

 
On 14 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 51 irregular migrants from inflatable boat off the 

coast of Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The 

rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 15 Apr 21.   

 

On 15 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 114 irregular migrants and apprehended two 

suspected migrant traffickers from a sailboat off the coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the 

sailboat in the local waters. The apprehended migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office 

for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 15 Apr 21.   

 

On 15 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 62 irregular migrants 

from an inflatable boat off the coast of Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities 

sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted 

ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Balikesir, Turkey/ 15 Apr 21.   

 

On 15 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 36 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Balikesir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued 

migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings. 
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Madagascar/ 15 Apr 21.   

  

On 15 Apr 21, it was reported that the Madagascar authorities apprehended 33 suspects onboard a boat with 800 ltr of 

gasoline off Madagascar. The boat reportedly arrived from Nosy Be and was destined to Mayotte with the irregular 

migrants. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 16 Apr 21.   

  

On 16 Apr 21, it was reported that the Mayotte AEM HQ apprehended 52 foreign nationals onboard three kwassa-kwassa 

boats off Mayotte. In addition, the authorities apprehended three suspected smugglers in connection to this incident. The 

suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 16 Apr 21.   

 
On 16 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 59 irregular migrants from two lifeboats off the coast 

of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the lifeboats stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were 

shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 16 Apr 21.   

 
On 16 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 54 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The 

rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Balikesir, Turkey/ 16 Apr 21.   

 

On 16 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 48 irregular migrants 

from the coast of Balikesir, Turkey. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and 

transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.  
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 16 Apr 21.   

 

On 16 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 26 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued 

migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 16 Apr 21.   

 

On 16 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 48 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The 

rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Sfax, Tunisia/ 16 Apr 21.   

 

On 16 Apr 21, it was reported that a boat carrying 40 irregular migrants sank off Sfax, Tunisia. Reportedly, the migrants 

attempted to cross the Mediterranean to reach European shores. It was reported that the mortal remains of 22 personnel 

were recovered during a search operation by the coastal authorities. Further, the search was reportedly ongoing to locate 

the other missing personnel.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 17 Apr 21.   

  

On 17 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 41 irregular migrants from a boat off the coast of 

Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted 

ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 18 Apr 21.   

  

On 18 Apr 21, it was reported that the Mayotte AEM HQ apprehended nine foreign nationals onboard a kwassa-kwassa 

boat off Mayotte. In addition, the authorities apprehended one suspected smuggler in connection to this incident. The 

suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 18 Apr 21.   

  

On 18 Apr 21, it was reported that the Mayotte AEM HQ apprehended 10 foreign nationals onboard a kwassa-kwassa boat 

off Mayotte. In addition, the authorities apprehended a suspected smuggler in connection to this incident. The suspects 

were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Tawau, Malaysia/ 19 Apr 21.   

 

On 19 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended eight irregular 

migrants and two traffickers off Tawau, Malaysia. Reportedly, the migrants were arrived 

from a foreign country. The apprehended migrants and traffickers were handed over to local 

authorities for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 20 Apr 21.   

 

On 20 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 18 irregular migrants from a fibre boat off the coast of 

Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were 

shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 20 Apr 21.   

 
On 20 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 34 irregular migrants from 

an inflatable boat off the coast of Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat 

stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to 

provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 20 Apr 21.   

 

On 20 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 67 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants 

were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 21 Apr 21.   

 

 On 21 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 30 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants 

were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings. 

   

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 21 Apr 21.   

 

On 21 Apr 21, it was reported that the 130 irregular migrants drowned from a rubber boat off the coast of Libya. 

Reportedly, the rubber boat capsized due to heavy weather prevailing in the area. The authorities recovered mortal 

remains of ten migrants and a search was initiated to locate the other missing personnel. 

  

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 21 Apr 21.   

 

On 21 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 36 irregular migrants 

from a lifeboat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the 

lifeboat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and 

transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 22 Apr 21.   

 

On 22 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 28 irregular migrants 

from a lifeboat off the coast of Aydin, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the 

lifeboat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and 

transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 22 Apr 21.   

 

On 22 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 23 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants 

were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Sandakan, Malaysia/ 23 Apr 21.   

 

On 23 Apr 21, it was reported that Malaysian authorities apprehended 64 irregular migrants from two boats off Pulau 

Berhala, Sandakan, Malaysia. Reportedly, the migrants were attempting to enter the country illegally via sea route. The 

authorities also seized USD 2,200 in cash from them. The apprehended migrants were handed over to local authorities for 

further investigation.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Balikesir, Turkey/ 23 Apr 21.   

 

On 23 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 26 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Balikesir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants 

were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Balikesir, Turkey/ 23 Apr 21.   

 

On 23 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 35 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Balikesir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants 

were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 23 Apr 21.   

 

On 23 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 28 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants 

were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 23 Apr 21.   

 

On 23 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued eight irregular migrants from a fiber boat off the coast 

of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were 

shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 23 Apr 21.   

 

On 23 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 43 irregular migrants 

from an inflatable boat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the 

stranded boat in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to 

provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 23 Apr 21.   

 

On 23 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 35 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the stranded boat in the local waters. The rescued migrants 

were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 24 Apr 21.   

 

On 24 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 44 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the distressed boat in the local waters. The rescued 

migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 24 Apr 21.   

 

On 24 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued eight irregular migrants 

from a lifeboat off the coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the stranded 

boat in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to 

provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mediterranean Sea/ 25 Apr 21.   

 

On 25 Apr 21, it was reported that the NGO rescue vessel SEA WATCH 4 rescued over 100 irregular migrants from rubber 

boats off Mediterranean Sea. The migrants reportedly attempted to cross the Mediterranean to reach European shores. The 

migrants were assisted onboard and were provided necessary medical aid. 

  

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Duong Dong, Vietnam/ 26 Apr 21.   

 

On 26 Apr 21, it was reported that the local authorities apprehended four irregular migrants 

from two vessels about 05 nm South West of Duong Dong, Vietnam. Reportedly, the migrants 

arrived from a foreign country via sea-route. The apprehended migrants were handed over to 

the local authorities for onward legal proceedings.  

  

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 26 Apr 21.   

 

On 26 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 53 irregular migrants from 

a lifeboat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the distressed boat 

in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial 

migration office for onward legal proceedings.    
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 26 Apr 21.   

 

On 26 Apr 21, it was reported that the Mayotte AEM HQ apprehended 43 foreign nationals onboard three kwassa-kwassa 

boats off Mayotte. In addition, the authorities apprehended three suspected smugglers in connection to this incident. The 

suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Cox’Bazar, Bangladesh/ 27 Apr 21.   

 

On 27 Apr 21, it was reported that the Bangladesh Coast Guard rescued 30 irregular migrants 

(Rohingyas) from a trawler off the coast of Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. Reportedly, the authorities 

sighted a distressed boat in the Bay of Bengal. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and 

transferred to local authorities for onward legal proceedings.   

 

  

➢ Comments. As per unverified open-source reports, the Bangladesh Coast Guard officials rescued 30 Rohingya 

adrift in the Bay of Bengal on 27 Apr 21. The rescued migrants reported that perpetrators also stole some belongings 

and destroyed the engine of their boat.   

 

➢ The trawler carrying Rohingya migrants was reportedly floating in the sea for around five days waiting for 

another ship bound for Malaysia. The Rohingyas were rescued by the officials off Cox’s Bazar and were shifted to the 

Bhashan Char Island. 
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 27 Apr 21.   

 

On 27 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued five irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the stranded boat in the local waters. The rescued migrants were 

shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Zawiyah, Libya/ 27 Apr 21.   

 

On 27On 27 Apr 21, it was reported that the NGO rescue vessel OCEAN VIKING rescued 236 migrants from two rubber boats 

about 32 nm off Zawiyah, Libya. The migrants were taken onboard and provided with necessary medical assistance. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 28 Apr 21.   

 

On 28 Apr 21, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard apprehended 108 irregular migrants (including ten women and 

four children) off the coast of Libya. The migrants reportedly attempted to cross the Mediterranean to reach European 

shores. The apprehended migrants were transferred back to the Libyan shores. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off An Thoi, Vietnam/ 28 Apr 21.   

 

On 28 Apr 21, it was reported that the Vietnam authorities apprehended three irregular migrants 

from a ship VL 14691 about 12 nm North West of An Thoi, Vietnam. Reportedly, the migrants 

arrived from a foreign country via sea-route. The apprehended migrants were handed over to the 

local authorities for onward legal proceedings.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 28 Apr 21.   

 

On 28 Apr 21, it was reported that the Mayotte AEM HQ apprehended 63 foreign nationals onboard four kwassa-kwassa 

boats off Mayotte. In addition, the authorities apprehended five suspected smugglers in connection to this incident. The 

suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 28 Apr 21.   

 

On 28 Apr 21, it was reported that the Mayotte AEM HQ apprehended 49 foreign nationals onboard two kwassa-kwassa 

boats off Mayotte. In addition, the authorities apprehended two suspected smugglers in connection to this incident. The 

suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Bodrum, Turkey/ 28 Apr 21.   

 

On 28 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 11 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Bodrum, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the distressed boat in the local waters. The rescued migrants 

were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.    

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 29 Apr 21.   

 

On 29 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 11 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants 

were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

  

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Balikesir, Turkey/ 29 Apr 21.   

 

On 29 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 36 irregular migrants from an 

inflatable boat off the coast of Balikesir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the stranded 

boat in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial 

migration office for onward legal proceedings.  
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Balikesir, Turkey/ 29 Apr 21.   

 

On 29 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 27 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Balikesir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the stranded boat in the local waters. The rescued migrants 

were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

  

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mediterranean Sea/ 29 Apr 21.   

 

On 29 Apr 21, it was reported that the Sea-Watch 4 ship rescued 40 irregular migrants from a boat in Mediterranean Sea. 

The migrants reportedly attempted to cross the Mediterranean to reach European shores. The migrants remained onboard 

the rescue vessel after being rescued. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 29 Apr 21.   

 

On 29 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 22 irregular migrants from an 

inflatable boat off the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the distressed 

boat in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial 

migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 30 Apr 21.   

 

On 30 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard apprehended 62 irregular migrants from a sailboat off the 

coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boat in the local waters. In addition, the officials 

apprehended two smugglers in connection to this incident. The apprehended migrants and the smugglers were shifted 

ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 30 Apr 21.   

 

On 30 Apr 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 56 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the stranded boat in the local waters. The rescued migrants were 

shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

UNODC hosts Anti-Human Trafficking Technology Competition 

                    

 
 

➢ The ICPC, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) Human Trafficking and Migrant 

Smuggling Section, Fundación Pasos Libres and IBM Corporate Social Responsibility joined forces to launch the 

2021 DATAJAM AGAINST EXPLOITATION, a technological innovation competition that seeks to increase public 

awareness of human trafficking, improve participants' technical and substantive capabilities, and enhance 

collaboration among interdisciplinary sectors was held on 01 Apr 21. 

➢ Full report can be accessed on the following link: https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-

trafficking/Webstories2021/unodc-and-canada.html 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/index.html
https://fundacionpasoslibres.org/en/
https://www.ibm.org/
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79 maritime incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Apr 21, an 8% decrease as compared to Mar 

21. Majority of the incidents involved sinking/capsizing of vessels, followed by SAR and detention of vessels by 

coastal authorities.  The Centre recorded nine collisions this month, an 80% increase from Mar 21. No significant 

oil-spills were reported in any of the collisions incidents recorded. 

 

Aground – The Centre recorded eight incidents of vessels running aground. Six of these were reported at various 

locations in the waters of SE Asia. This may possibly be attributed to localised heavy weather phenomenon in the 

region.  Two incidents of vessel aground were monitored in Madagascar. 

  

Capsize and Sinking of Vessels – 11 incidents of capsizing and eight incidents of vessels sinking at sea were 

recorded by the Centre. This is about 46% increase from Mar 21, partly attributable to localised heavy weather 

conditions. 

 

SAR Operations – 10 SAR and four MEDEVAC operations undertaken by various maritime agencies were 

monitored during the month of Apr 21. The combined total of SAR and MEDEEVAC, saw a 41% reduction from 

Mar 21.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

MARITIME INCIDENTS 
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• Vessel Detained/ Off Tanjung Lobang, Malaysia/ 01 Apr 21.    

  

On 01 Apr 21, it was reported that Malaysian authorities detained an oil tanker carrying 

about 2,000 ltr of diesel with four crew onboard about 89 nm North East of Tanjung 

Lobang, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel was not in possession of valid Domestic 

Shipping License (DSL), Port Clearance Pass and permit to recruit foreign crew 

members onboard. The suspects and the detained vessel were handed over to local 

authorities for further investigation.  
 

• Capsize/ Off Male City, Maldives/ 01 Apr 21.    

 

On 01 Apr 21, it was reported that a landing craft SHAFURAAZ with three personnel onboard capzised off Malé, 

Maldives. Reportedly, a boat transiting through the area rescued the crew and shifted them ashore for medical assistance.  

 

• Aground/ Off Bengkulu, Indonesia/ 01 Apr 21.    

 

On 01 Apr 21, it was reported that a tugboat ANUGERAH 12 and barge SENTOSA JAYA 2707 ran aground off Bengkulu, 

Indonesia. Reportedly, the vessels encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and eventually ran aground. It was 

reported that 11 crew members of the tugboat and barge were safely evacuated and shifted ashore.  
 

• Sunk/ Off Jepara, Indonesia/ 01 Apr 21.    

 

On 01 Apr 21, it was reported that a cargo vessel KLM SATRIA INDONESIA with eight 

crew members onboard sank off Jepara, Indonesia. Reportedly, the vessel developed a leak 

after encountering heavy weather prevailing in the area and eventually sank. The motor 

boat KM HIDAYAH STAR transiting through the area reportedly evacuated the stranded 

personnel and shifted them ashore for medical assistance. 

 

• Collision/ Off Chittagong Anchorage, Bangladesh/ 03 Apr 21.    

 

On 03 Apr 21, it was reported that a Liberia flagged bulk carrier RHL JULIA collided with Bangladesh flagged bulk 

carrier AISHA SARWAR at Chittagong outer anchorage, Bangladesh. Reportedly, both the vessels sustained some 

damages. However, the cause of collision remains unknown. 

 

• Collision/ Off Java Sea/ 03 Apr 21.    

 

On 03 Apr 21, it was reported that a fishing boat BAROKAH JAYA collided with an Indonesia flagged bulk carrier 

HABCO PIONEER in Java Sea. Reportedly, the authorities rescued 15 personnel after their boat capsized due to collision. 

A search was reportedly initiated to locate the 17 missing personnel. 

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Tanjung Penawar, Malaysia/ 03 Apr 21.    

  

On 03 Apr 21, it was reported that Malaysian authorities detained an Italian flagged tanker about 12 nm East of Tanjung 

Penawar, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel was anchored in the country’s waters without a valid permit. The vessel was 

handed over to local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Aground/ Off Bankok, Thailand/ 03 Apr 21.    

  

On 03 Apr 21, it was reported that a Thailand flagged tanker CHALAKARN ran aground off Bangkok, Thailand. 

Reportedly, the vessel lost its propulsion after encountering mechanical failure and eventually ran aground. No crew was 

reported to be injured in the incident. The vessel was reportedly refloated and continued her voyage to her next port of 

call. 

 

SUMMARY OF MARITIME INCIDENTS 
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• Sunk/ Off Pulau Ende, Indonesia/ 03 Apr 21.    

 

On 03 Apr 21, it was reported that a motor vessel KM EMPAT BERSAUDARA with 24 personnel onboard sank off Pulau 

Ende, Indonesia. Reportedly, the boat encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and eventually sank. 

Subsequently, the authorities approached the distressed boat and rescued 23 personnel. However, one person reportedly 

lost his life in the incident.  

 

• SAR/ Off Bushehr, Iran/ 03 Apr 21. 

 

On 03 Apr 21, it was reported that the French frigate CHEVALIER PAUL rescued three shipwrecked fishermen about 40 

nautical miles southwest of Bouchehr, Iran. Reportedly, the rescued fishermen were assisted ashore and later shifted to a 

local hospital for further treatment. 

 

• SAR/ Off South Africa/ 04 Apr 21. 

 

On 04 Apr 21, it was reported that the NSRI Durban duty team medically evacuated the Captain of a chemical tanker 

anchored off the mouth of the Umhlanga River, South Africa. The Captain reportedly required urgent medical assistance. 

The patient was assisted ashore and transferred to a local hospital for further treatment.  

 

• Capsize/ Off Buton Regency, Indonesia/ 04 Apr 21.    

 

On 04 Apr 21, it was reported that a motor-boat with 12 personnel onboard capsized off Buton Regency, Indonesia. 

Reportedly, the boat encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and eventually sank. Subsequently, the authorities 

approached the distressed boat and rescued 10 personnel. However, two personnel lost their lives in the incident. 

 

• Fire/ Off Panguan Island, Philippines/ 04 Apr 21.    

 

On 04 Apr 21, it was reported that a motor-boat MARISSA with nine personnel onboard caught fire off Panguan Island, 

Philippines. Reportedly, boat caught fire while fuelling was in progress onboard and eventually sank. Subsequently, the 

local authorities rescued nine personnel including three injured personnel and shifted them ashore for medical assistance.  

 

• Collision/ Off Kupang, Indonesia/ 04 Apr 21.    

 

On 04 Apr 21, it was reported that a ferry NAMPARNOS collided with livestock carrier CAMARA NUSANTARA 6 off 

Kupang, Indonesia. Reportedly, the ferry NAMPARNOS lost propulsion after it encountered mechanical failure. 

Subsequently, the vessel drifted due to heavy currents and eventually collided with livestock carrier KMP NAMPARNOS. 

No crew was reported to be injured in the incident. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Surigao City, Philippines/ 04 Apr 21.    

 
On 04 Apr 21, it was reported that a motor-boat PRINCESS IANA JANE with six personnel onboard capsized off Surigao 

City, Philippines. Reportedly, the boat encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and eventually capsized. 

Subsequently, another boat LEO transiting through the area rescued the stranded personnel and shifted them ashore for 

medical assistance. 

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Tanjung Penawar, Indonesia/ 04 Apr 21.    

 

On 04 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities detained a tanker with 23 foreign personnel onboard about  

15 nm North East of Tanjung Penawar, Indonesia. Reportedly, the vessel was anchored inside the country’s EEZ without 

a valid permit. The suspects and the vessel were handed over to local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Collision/ Off Rayong Bay, Thailand/ 05 Apr 21.    

 
On 05 Apr 21, it was reported that a cargo vessel collided with a fishing boat S. PORNPRASERT 55 and subsequently 

with another fishing boat TALAY THAI 3 off Rayong Bay, Thailand. Reportedly, both the fishing vessels sustained severe 
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damages and eventually the fishing vessel TALAY THAI 3 capsized. It was reported that trawlers transiting through the 

area rescued the three stranded crew and shifted them to a local hospital for medical assistance. 

 

• Fire/ Off Port Klang, Malaysia/ 05 Apr 21.    

 
On 05 Apr 21, it was reported that a Singapore flagged container vessel INTERASIA CATALYST caught fire off Port 

Klang, Malaysia. It was reported that the coastal authorities deployed four tugs to extinguish fire onboard. No crew was 

reported to be injured in the incident and the fire was extinguished onboard. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Kupang, Indonesia/ 05 Apr 21.    

 
On 05 Apr 21, it was reported that an Indonesia flagged passenger ferry JATRA 1 capsized off Kupang, Indonesia. 

Reportedly, the ferry developed a leak after encountering a cyclone prevailing in the area and eventually capsized. No 

crew was reported to be injured in the incident. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Barangay, Philippines/ 05 Apr 21.    

 

On 05 Apr 21, it was reported that a boat with 12 personnel onboard capsized off Barangay, Philippines. Reportedly, the 

boat encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and eventually capsized. Subsequently, the coastal authorities 

approached the distressed boat and safely rescued all the personnel onboard. 

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Tanjung Balau, Indonesia/ 05 Apr 21.    

 

On 05 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities detained a Mongolia flagged tanker with 12 foreign personnel 

onboard about 13 nm North East of Tanjung Balau, Indonesia. Reportedly, the vessel was anchored inside the country’s 

EEZ without a valid permit. The suspects and the vessel were handed over to local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Mechanical Failure/ Off Suez Canal, Egypt/ 06 Apr 21.    

 

On 06 Apr 21, it was reported that an Italy flagged tanker RUMFORD experienced mechanical failure while transiting 

Suez Canal, Egypt. The coastal authorities reportedly dispatched the tugs TIM HOPE and MOSAED 3 for assistance. 

Subsequently, the repairs were undertaken and the vessel continued to her next port of call. 

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Palau Gedong, Malaysia/ 06 Apr 21.    

 

On 06 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities detained a Malaysia flagged service vessel INAI TECOMA 

with 21 personnel onboard about 2.1 nm South West of Palau Gedong, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel was carrying out 

dredging work in the area without permission. The suspects and the vessel were handed over to local authorities for 

further investigation.  

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Tanjung Balau, Malaysia/ 06 Apr 21.    

 

On 06 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities detained a Liberia flagged tanker with 21 foreign personnel 

onboard about 14.9 nm North East of Tanjung Balau, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel was anchored inside the country’s 

EEZ without a valid permit. The suspects and the vessel were handed over to local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Medevac/ Off Port Klang, Malaysia/ 06 Apr 21.    

 

On 06 Apr 21, it was reported that Malaysian authorities evacuated four personnel from a Panama flagged tanker 

HAMBURG DW off Port Klang, Malaysia. Reportedly, the crew inhaled toxic gas and required urgent medical assistance. 

It was reported that one of the four crew lost his life in the incident. Three other personnel were shifted to the local 

hospital for medical assistance. 
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• Fire/ Off Preah Sihanouk, Cambodia/ 06 Apr 21. 

 
On 06 Apr 21, it was reported that a naval patrol vessel caught fire off Preah Sihanouk, Cambodia. Reportedly, the vessel 

caught fire due to gasoline explosion onboard. It was reported that the fishermen transiting through the area rescued the 

four injured officers. Two officers lost their lives in the incident.  

 

• Collision/ Off Manila, Philippines/ 07 Apr 21. 

 
On 07 Apr 21, it was reported that Panama flagged tanker RICH RAINBOW collided with Marshall Islands flagged bulk 

carrier IVY ALLAINCE about 03 nm off Manila, Philippines. Reportedly, both the vessels sustained major damages. No 

crew was reported to be injured in the incident. However, the cause of collision remains unknown. 

 

• Medevac/ Off Port Dickson, Malaysia/ 08 Apr 21.    

 
On 08 Apr 21, it was reported that Malaysian authorities evacuated two crew members from a Malta flagged bulk carrier 

RAPALLO off Port Dickson, Malaysia. Reportedly, the crew members required urgent medical assistance. Later, the 

patients were transferred to a local hospital for medical assistance. 

 

• SAR/ Off Dubai, UAE/ 08 Apr 21. 

 

On 08 Apr 21, it was reported that the Dubai authorities rescued a foreigner off Dubai, UAE. Reportedly, the person went 

for swimming and was dragged into deeper waters due to strong waves. The rescued person was assisted ashore and 

provided with necessary medical assistance. 

 

• Fire/ Off Maldives/ 10 Apr 21. 

 

On 10 Apr 21, an incident of fire was reported onboard a barge carrying 60,000 ltr of diesel, in transit from Malé to L. 

Atoll. Reportedly, there were four personnel onboard including three nationals and one foreigner. All the crew members 

were rescued by another vessel in the vicinity. However, the barge reportedly sank near the Embudu lagoon. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Batangas, Philippines/ 10 Apr 21. 

 

On 10 Apr 21, it was reported that a fishing boat with a fisherman onboard capsized off Batangas, Philippines. 

Reportedly, the boat encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and eventually capsized. It was reported that the 

stranded fisherman was rescued by another vessel MV ST ANTHONY transiting through the area. The boat was reported to 

be recovered by another fisherman and brought back to the shore. 

 

• Medevac/ Off Da Nang, Vietnam/ 11 Apr 21. 

 

On 11 Apr 21, it was reported that Vietnam authorities evacuated a crew member from a fishing vessel DNA 91053 TS 

about 120 nm off Da Nang City, Vietnam. Reportedly, the crew member required urgent medical assistance and was 

shifted ashore. Subsequently, the crew member was transferred to a local hospital. 

 

• Fire/ Off Manila, Philippines/ 11 Apr 21. 

 

On 11 Apr 21, it was reported that a Philippines flagged container ship OCEAN ABUNDANCE caught fire off Manila, 

Philippines. Reportedly, sludge in the vessel exhaust caused the fire. It was reported that the fire fighting team onboard the 

vessel extinguished the fire. No crew was reported to be injured in the incident. 

 

• Fire/ Off Chittagong Port, Bangladesh/ 11 Apr 21. 

 

On 11 Apr 21, it was reported that a Bahamas flagged tanker AGROS caught fire at shipbreaking yard, near Chittagong 

Port in Bangladesh. Reportedly, the cause of fire was explosion due to hot work on tanker pipes. It was reported that three 

personnel were injured in the incident and shifted to a local hospital for medical assistance. 
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• Man Overboard/ Off Kuala Igan, Malaysia/ 11 Apr 21. 

 

On 11 Apr 21, it was reported that a man fell overboard from a fishing vessel about 19 nm off Kuala Igan, Malaysia. A 

search operation by coastal authorities was initiated to locate the missing fisherman.  

 

• Sunk/ Off Vung Tau, Vietnam/ 12 Apr 21. 

 

On 12 Apr 21, it was reported that a fishing vessel BV 94339-TS with six personnel onboard sank about 60 nm off Vung 

Tau, Vietnam. Reportedly, the vessel encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and eventually sank. Subsequently, 

the coastal authorities reached the distress location, rescued the stranded personnel and shifted them ashore for medical 

treatment.  

 

• Collision/ Off Mangalore, India/ 13 Apr 21.  

 

On 13 Apr 21, it was reported that a fishing boat RABAH collided with a Singapore flagged container vessel                    

APL LE HAVRE off Mangalore, India. Reportedly, 14 fishermen onboard the fishing boat went missing after the collision. 

It was reported that the Indian Navy and Coast Guard rescued two missing fishermen during the search operation and 

recovered mortal remains of three fishermen. A search was reportedly initiated to locate the remaining nine missing 

fishermen. 

 

• Missing/ Off Labuan, Malaysia/ 13 Apr 21. 

 

On 13 Apr 21, it was reported that a fisherman went missing from a fishing vessel off Labuan, Malaysia. Reportedly, the 

fisherman was declared missing after the fishing boat was found abandoned in the middle of the sea. It was reported that 

the boat was towed ashore by local fishermen transiting in the area and a search was initiated to locate the missing 

fisherman. 

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Kuala Baram, Malaysia/ 14 Apr 21. 

 

On 14 Apr 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities detained a tugboat with five foreign personnel onboard about 

3.4 nm South West of Kuala Baram, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel was operating in the area without a valid license. 

The suspects and the vessel were handed over to local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Sunk/ Off Vung Tau, Vietnam/ 14 Apr 21. 

 

On 14 Apr 21, it was reported that a Vietnam flagged cargo vessel KHANG ANH 189 sank about 30 nm South of Vung 

Tau, Vietnam. Reportedly, 10 personnel onboard the vessel were rescued and one person was missing in the incident. A 

search was initiated to locate the missing person. 

 

• Man Overboard/ Off Chumphon, Thailand/ 14 Apr 21. 

 

On 14 Apr 21, it was reported that a crew fell overboard from a fishing vessel PHON ROONGROJ off Chumphon, 

Thailand. Reportedly, a rescue operation by coastal authorities was conducted to locate the missing crew who was later 

found ashore as he was able to swim to the nearby island. 

 

• Aground/ Off Cebu, Philippines/ 14 Apr 21. 

 

On 14 Apr 21, it was reported that a passenger vessel SUPER SHUTTLE FERRY 3 with 45 passengers onboard ran 

aground off Cebu, Philippines. Reportedly, a rope got entangled at the propeller of the vessel which caused the engine to 

Update  

 

As on 17 Apr 21, it was reported that the authorities recovered three more mortal remains of fishermen on 17 Apr 21. 

However, six fishermen are still reported to be missing. 
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stop. Subsequently, the vessel dragged towards the shallow waters and eventually ran aground. Later, the vessel was 

reported to be towed back to shore by her sister ship SUPER SHUTTLE FERRY 27. 

 

• Man Overboard/ Off Chonburi, Thailand/ 15 Apr 21. 

 

On 15 Apr 21, it was reported that owner of the fishing vessel HOR PORNNIMIT CHAROENCHAI 2 fell overboard off 

Chonburi, Thailand. Reportedly, a search operation by coastal authorities and local fishing vessels were initiated to locate 

the missing person.  

 

• Collision/ Off Vung Tau, Vietnam/ 15 Apr 21.  

 

On 15 Apr 21, it was reported that a Vietnam flagged cargo vessel KHANG ANH 189 with 11 crew members onboard 

collided with a Hong Kong flagged container vessel SITC KAWASAKI and later sank off Vung Tau, Vietnam. It was 

reported that the container vessel SITC KAWASAKI rescued 10 personnel from the sunken cargo vessel and subsequently a 

search was initiated to locate the missing person. 

 

• Fire/ Off Tuban, Indonesia/ 15 Apr 21. 

 

On 15 Apr 21, it was reported that a fishing vessel KM BINTANG JAYA MANDIRI with 16 crew members onboard caught 

fire about 60 nm off Tuban, Indonesia. Reportedly, the vessel caught fire due to sparks from the engine. It was reported 

that another vessel transiting through the area sighted the stranded personnel, rescued them and shifted them ashore.  

 

• Violent Confronatation/ Off Thoothukudi Sea Port, India/ 16 Apr 21. 

 

On 16 Apr 21, it was reported that an incident of violent confrontation was reported onboard a cargo vessel MV VSG 

PRIDE off Thoothukudi, India. Reportedly, the crew of the vessel had tussle over food and one of them was assaulted 

with a knife. It was reported that an enquiry by local authorities was conducted to investigate the incident. 

 

• Fire/ Off Rayong Province, Thailand/ 16 Apr 21. 

 

On 16 Apr 21, it was reported that two fishing vessels CHAROENRAT 17 and CHAROENRAT 27 caught fire off Rayong 

Province, Thailand. Reportedly, the vessels raised a distress call after experiencing fire onboard. Subsequently, the coastal 

authorities approached the distressed vessels and extinguished the fire. Reportedly, the local authorities initiated an 

investigation to identify the cause of the fire. 

 

• Fire/ Off Zambonga, Philippines/ 16 Apr 21. 

 

On 16 Apr 21, it was reported that a vessel SAIDA MAE with eight personnel onboard 

caught fire while docked off Zambonga, Philippines. Reportedly, the vessel loaded with 

150 drums of gasoline exploded due to a spark. It was reported that five personnel were 

rescued by the authorities and shifted to a local hospital. A search to locate the other 

missing personnel was initiated.  

 

• SAR/ Off Karachi, Pakistan/ 16 Apr 21. 

 

On 16 Apr 21, it was reported that the Pakistan authorities rescued 12 crew members from a local fishing vessel AL 

MURAD off Karachi, Pakistan. Reportedly, the crew members raised distress call after their boat encountered a 

mechanical failure. Subsequently, the coastal authorities responded to the distress call, rescued the stranded personnel and 

towed the vessel ashore. 

 

• Missing/ Off Satang Island, Malaysia/ 17 Apr 21. 

 

On 17 Apr 21, it was reported that a diver went missing about 23 nm off Satang Island, Malaysia. The coastal authorities 

were informed and a search was initiated to locate the missing person. 
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• Vessel Detained/ Off Tanjung Siang, Malaysia/ 17 Apr 21.  

 

On 17 Apr 21, it was reported that a Malaysian authority detained a Bahamas flagged cruise ship and apprehended 63 

crew members about 14.5 nm North East of Tanjung Siang, Johor, Malaysia. Reportedly, the ship was anchored in the 

area without a valid permit. The vessel and the suspects were handed over to the local officials for further investigation. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Davao Oriental, Philippines/ 17 Apr 21. 

 

On 17 Apr 21, it was reported that a motorboat with five personnel onboard capsized off Davao Oriental, Philippines. 

Reportedly, the boat encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and eventually capsized. Subsequently, the coastal 

authorities approached the distressed boat, rescued the stranded personnel and assisted them ashore. 

 

• Sunk/ Off Tambohorano, Madagascar/ 17 Apr 21. 

 

On 17 Apr 21, it was reported that a dhow NANY with 38 personnel onboard broke up and sank off Tambohorano, 

Madagascar. The dhow reportedly encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area. A speedboat was deployed to start 

the search. One of them was able to swim to the shore. The authorities rescued 18 personnel and recovered mortal remains 

of seven crew members. Search operations to locate the other crew members continued. 

 

• SAR/ Off Lamu, Kenya/ 17 Apr 21. 

 

On 17 Apr 21, it was reported that the Kenyan authorities rescued two crew members from a cargo boat off Lamu, Kenya. 

The boat reportedly encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and capsized. The boat was ferrying 60 bags of 

potatoes from the Mokowe Depot to Lamu Island when the incident occurred. Mortal remains of third crew member were 

recovered later by the authorities.  

 

• Aground/ Off Catbalogan, Philippines/ 18 Apr 21. 

 

On 18 Apr 21, it was reported that a Philippines flagged container vessel GHANA with 20 crew members onboard ran 

aground off Catbalogan, Philippines. Reportedly, the vessel encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and 

eventually ran aground. The extent of damage was not reported. A search was initiated to locate the missing personnel. 

 

• Death/ Off Cam Ranh, Vietnam/ 18 Apr 21. 

 

On 18 Apr 21, it was reported that four personnel died after drowning off Cam Ranh, Vietnam. Reportedly, the personnel 

went for swimming and were swept away by strong currents. The local residents rescued two personnel who were 

declared dead in the hospital. The coastal authorities recovered mortal remains of two other drowned personnel on 19 Apr 

21. 

 

• SAR/ Off Dubai, UAE/ 18 Apr 21. 

 

On 18 Apr 21, it was reported that the Dubai authorities rescued six foreign sailors onboard a dhow off Dubai Creek. It 

was reported that water leaked into the dhow through a crack caused by overloading commercial cargo resulting in 

sinking. Dubai Police marine patrols were dispatched to the scene after a distress call was raised by the dhow. The sailors 

were rescued and assisted ashore. 

 

 

 

Update  

 

It was reported that out of 20 missing personnel from container vessel GHANA, seven crew members were rescued by 

the local authorities and mortal remains of four crew members were recovered on 23 Apr 21. Subsequently, on 29 Apr 

21, the Philippine authorities recovered mortal remains of two more missing personnel during the search operation. 

Seven crew members from the container vessel are still reported to be missing. 
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• Aground/ Off Maroantsetra, Madagascar/ 18 Apr 21. 

 

On 18 Apr 21, it was reported that the ship BARGE EXPRESS with 13 personnel onboard ran aground off Maroantsetra, 

Madagascar. The vessel encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and was pushed towards the beach by the sea. 

However, no injuries were reported in the incident and a refloating operation was initiated later. 

 

• SAR/ Off Qeshm Island, Iran/ 19 Apr 21. 

 

On 19 Apr 21, it was reported that the Iran authorities rescued eight fishermen from a fishing boat off Qeshm Island, Iran. 

Reportedly, the crew raised a distress alert after their boat encountered a mechanical failure. Subsequently, the authorities 

responded to the distress call, rescued the stranded personnel and assisted them ashore. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Basilan, Philippines/ 19 Apr 21. 

 

On 19 Apr 21, it was reported that a fishing boat KHALIFA with six fishermen onboard capsized off Basilan, Philippines. 

Reportedly, the fishing vessel encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and eventually sank. The general cargo 

vessel WEST OCEAN 12 transiting through the area rescued the stranded fishermen and shifted them ashore. 

 

• Aground/ Off Surigao Del Norte, Philippines/ 19 Apr 21. 

 
On 19 Apr 21, it was reported that a landing craft LCT CEBU GREAT OCEAN loaded with nickel ore ran aground off 

Surigao Del Norte, Philippines. Reportedly, the vessel encountered typhoon SURIGAE prevailing in the area and 

eventually ran aground. A search operation was initiated to locate missing personnel who were onboard the vessel. 

 

• Fire/ Off Buton Island, Indonesia/ 19 Apr 21. 

 

On 19 Apr 21, it was reported that a yacht PUTRI RAJA with four crew members caught fire off Buton Island, Indonesia. 

Reportedly, the crew raised a distress call after their vessel encountered fire and jumped from the boat. Subsequently, 

another vessel KM JETLINE transiting through the area sighted the distressed vessel and rescued the stranded personnel. 

 

• Sunk/ Off Pranburi, Thailand/ 20 Apr 21. 

 

On 20 Apr 21, it was reported that a fishing boat LOR SANGWATTANA 21 sank off 

Pranburi, Thailand. Reportedly, the boat caught fire which started from the engine room 

and eventually sank. Another fishing boat transiting through the area rescued the 

stranded crew members and assisted them ashore.  

 

• SAR/ Off Oman/ 22 Apr 21. 

 

On 22 Apr 21, it was reported that Oman authorities rescued 25 personnel from 13 boats in various operations conducted 

along the coastline of Oman. Reportedly, the crew members raised a distress alert after their boats encountered 

mechanical failures. Subsequently, authorities responded to the distress call and rescued the stranded personnel. 

 

• SAR/ Off Karaikal, India/ 22 Apr 21. 

 

On 22 Apr 21, it was reported that the Indian Coast Guard rescued eight fishermen from a fishing boat about 15 nm off 

Karaikal, India. Reportedly, the boat encountered mechanical failure. The authorities responded to the distressed vessel, 

rescued the fishermen and assisted them ashore. 

 

• Fire/ Off Kuda Vilingili, Maldives/ 22 Apr 21. 

 

On 22 Apr 21, it was reported that a boat TOM CRUISER with four personnel onboard caught fire off Kuda Vilingili, 

Maldives. Reportedly, the fire broke out in the kitchen compartment of the boat. It was reported that the coastal authorities 

approached the distressed vessel and extinguished the fire. Subsequently, two injured personnel among the four rescued 

personnel were shifted to a local hospital for medical treatment. 
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• Sunk/ Off Kuala Besar, Malaysia/ 23 Apr 21. 

 

On 23 Apr 21, it was reported that a fiberglass boat with three personnel onboard sank about 10 nm off Kuala Besar, 

Malaysia. Reportedly, the boat encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and eventually sank. A search operation 

was initiated to locate the missing personnel. Two personnel were subsequently rescued by other fishermen and search 

was ongoing for third personnel. 

 

• Medevac/ Off Quang Nam, Vietnam/ 23 Apr 21. 

 

On 23 Apr 21, it was reported that Vietnam authorities evacuated two crew members from a 

vessel QNG 94746 TS off Quang Nam, Vietnam. The crew members reportedly required 

urgent medical assistance. The evacuated crew were shifted to a local hospital for further 

treatment. 

 

• Sunk/ Off Pulau Pisang, Malaysia/ 24 Apr 21. 

 
On 24 Apr 21, it was reported that two boats with ten personnel onboard sank off Pulau Pisang, Malaysia. Reportedly, the 

boats encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and eventually sank. It was reported that the six crew of first boat 

were rescued by local fishermen. Other boats operating in the area reportedly rescued the four crew of the second boat. 

The Malaysian authorities thereafter shifted the rescued ashore. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Kuala Belait, Brunei/ 24 Apr 21. 

 

On 24 Apr 21, it was reported that a fishing vessel AL-FALAAH with three personnel onboard capsized off Kuala Belait, 

Brunei. Reportedly, the boat collided with an unknown vessel and eventually sank. It was reported that the coastal 

authorities approached the distressed vessel and rescued the stranded personnel. An investigation was reported to be 

initiated to identify cause of the collision. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Goa, India/ 24 Apr 21. 

 

On 24 Apr 21, it was reported that a fishing vessel MERCEDES with 11 fishermen onboard capsized about 60 nm off 

Goa, India. The fishermen were reported to be missing after the collision. Reportedly, a search was initiated by the coastal 

authorities to locate the missing fishermen. The cause of the collision was not reported. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Sharjah, UAE/ 25 Apr 21. 

 

On 25 Apr 21, it was reported that a dhow with five personnel onboard capsized off Sharjah, UAE. Reportedly, the dhow 

capsized due to overloading of the cargo. Subsequently, the coastal authorities approached the distress vessel, rescued the 

stranded personnel and towed the vessel ashore. 

 

• Aground/ Off Tamatave, Madagascar/ 26 Apr 21. 

 

On 26 Apr 21, it was reported that a Kiribati flagged anchored cargo ship HASSINA ran aground off Tamatave, 

Madagascar. Reportedly, the vessel was abandoned for about an year. A salvage operation was reportedly initiated to 

refloat the vessel.  

 

 

 

 

Update  

 

On 28 Apr, Indian Coast Guard located the missing boat with 11 crew members about 200 nm North-West of Minicoy, 

Lakshadweep Islands. All crew members were reported to be safe and the fishing boat returned to its base port under 

escort of CG ship.  
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• Missing/ Off Tadjourah, Djibouti/ 26 Apr 21. 

 

On 26 Apr 21, it was reported that a fisherman went missing off Tadjourah, Djibouti. A search was initiated to locate the 

missing person. Later, the mortal remains of the fisherman were recovered by the authorities. 

 

• SAR/ Off Comoros/ 27 Apr 21. 

 

On 27 Apr 21, it was reported that the Comorian Coast Guard rescued two fishermen, who went missing from a kwassa-

kwassa boat off Comoros. The fishing boat encountered engine troubles and subsequently raised a distress alert. 

Subsequently, the authorities responded to the distress call, safely evacuated the crew members and provided necessary 

assistance. 

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Kuala Sugai Tawau, Malaysia/ 27 Apr 21. 

 

On 27 Apr 21, it was reported that Malaysian authorities detained a local cargo vessel with a crew member onboard about 

1.1 nm South East of Kuala Sungai Tawau, Malaysia. Reportedly, the authorities detained the vessel for violating the 

standard operating procedure (SOP) of the Movement Control Order in the area. The detained vessel and the suspect were 

taken into custody for further investigation.  

 

• Collision/ Off Kandla, India/ 28 Apr 21. 

 

On 28 Apr 21, it was reported that a Panama flagged bulk carrier U GLORY collided with an 

anchored bulk carrier off Kandla, India. Reportedly, both the vessels sustained minor damages. The 

cause of incident and the extent of damages were not reported.  
 

• Aground/ Off Da Lon Island, Vietnam/ 29 Apr 21. 

 

On 29 Apr 21, it was reported that a fishing boat PY 95436 TS with an unknown number of 

fishermen ran aground off Da Lon Island, Vietnam. Reportedly, the vessel encountered heavy 

currents prevailing in the area and eventually ran aground. Subsequently, the authorities approached 

the distressed vessel, rescued the stranded personnel and assisted the vessel to the shore.  
 

• Collision/ Off Chattogram, Bangladesh/ 30 Apr 21. 

 

On 30 Apr 21, it was reported that a clinker loaded local cargo vessel MV PINKY with five personnel collided with a 

merchant vessel “floating” about 1.5 nm South of Chattogram, Bangladesh. Reportedly, the local cargo vessel sank after 

collision. However, the Bangladesh Coast Guard officials rescued the stranded personnel, provided them with necessary 

assistance and shifted them ashore. 
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Gulf of Aden/ Gulf of Oman/ Red Sea Update 
 

 

Maritime Security Incidents 
 

 

 
 

• On 06 Apr 21, the Iran flagged general cargo vessel SAVIZ reportedly suffered explosions, whilst anchored in 

the Red sea, in a position approximately 115 nm NW of Hudaydah, Yemen. Crew reported to be safe. 

 

 

 
 

• Bahamas flagged RO-RO vessel HYPERION RAY reportedly suffered light damage after an explosion on 13 

Apr 21, while steaming Eastbound in the Gulf of Oman, in position approximately 17 nm East of Fujairah, UAE. Crew 

were reported to be safe. The vessel was reportedly headed to Fujairah port, UAE from Kuwait’s Mina Al Ahmadi 

port. 

 

 

 

➢ Comments. On 25 Feb 21, the Bahamas-flagged Ro-Ro vessel HELIOS RAY reportedly suffered two external 

explosions while steaming eastbound in the Gulf of Oman, in a position approximately 44 nm North of Muscat, Oman. 

 

➢ On 25 Mar 21, the Liberia flagged container vessel LORI reported an explosion onboard while the vessel was 

in the Western Arabian Sea enroute to Mundra, India from Dar-Es-Salaam, Tanzania.  

 

➢ All the above-mentioned incidents reportedly involved explosions caused by external sources. Crew was 

reported safe in all the incidents, with the vessels reporting light damage. 

 

➢ Both HYPERION RAY and HELIOS RAY are Ro-Ro vessels, reportedly owned by the same company. 
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• Inmarsat report explains IMO cruise and ferry sector cyber security requirement. 

 

Leading global mobile Satcom specialist Inmarsat has 

released a report covering new International Maritime 

Organisation cyber security requirements and their 

implications for cruise ship and ferry operators. By IMO 

resolution, passenger ship Safety Management Systems 

must be documented as including cyber risk 

management under the International Safety Management 

Code no later than the first annual audit after 01 Jan 21. 

Published by the Inmarsat Research Program, “Cyber Security Requirements for IMO 2021” offers insights into 

Inmarsat’s cyber security experience and examples of real cyber-attacks on vessels and provides a guide to the criteria for 

compliance with the new IMO requirements.   

 

• BIMCO to publish clause protecting Vessel’s AIS. 

 

BIMCO is working on a charter party clause that will help the shipping industry deal 

with potential abuse by sanctions busters of the Automatic Identification System (AIS) 

which is mandatory for all ships to carry under SOLAS. BIMCO expressed its concern 

that some charterers may develop their own AIS “switch off” clauses that might 

expose owners to the risk of being terminated even when the AIS has been switched 

off for legitimate reasons, or the signal has failed to transmit or be received for reasons 

outside the owners’ control. Therefore, the new BIMCO clause will address not only 

the use of the AIS during the charter party but also prior to the contract. It is reported 

that the clause BIMCO AIS “Switch Off” is scheduled to be published in May.  
 

• MPA Singapore to revise its port dues rates from 2022. 

 

The Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore (MPA) will revise its port dues rates 

to fund the increased costs of operating and maintaining the Port of Singapore. At 

the same time, MPA Singapore will encourage vessels to make faster turnarounds 

which will allow more ships to be served within the limited anchorage space in the 

port. Port dues fund the maintenance of Singapore’s fairways, anchorages and aids 

to navigation which are vital to the navigational safety of port users. They also fund 

the vessel traffic management system and other systems used for the management 

of Singapore’s port waters. These costs have increased since port dues rates were 

last revised in 2014.  

 

• New Project to help 30 developing countries tackle Marine Litter Scourge. 

 

The GloLitter Partnerships Project will support 30 

developing countries in preventing and reducing 

marine litter from the maritime transport and 

fisheries sectors, which includes plastic litter such 

as lost or discarded fishing gear. The project was 

launched on 08 Apr 21 by the Food and Agriculture 

Organisation (FAO) and the International Maritime 

Organisation (IMO) with initial funding from 

Norway. The GloLitter project will help countries 

apply best practices for the prevention and 

reduction of marine plastic litter in an effort to 

safeguard the world’s coastal and marine resources. 

 

Information/ Events of Interest 
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• Exceptional Maritime people honoured at Virtual IMO Awards. 

 

The International Maritime Organisation recognised the contribution of a long-standing 

maritime industry chief and presented its highest bravery accolade to two maritime 

pilots from Brazil and an off-duty seafarer from the Philippines. The event was 

premiered on 07 Apr 21. Mr. Peter Hinchliffe, former Secretary-General of 

International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) received the prestigious International 

Maritime Prize for 2019. The 2020 IMO awards for exceptional bravery at Sea were 

awarded to Mr Marcio Santos Teixeira and Mr Fabio Rodrigues Alves de Abreu 

(Brazil) for averting a major oil spill event at the Terminal Almirante Barroso in 

Sao Sebastiao Port and to Mr Ralph Ofalla Barajan (Philippines) who saved the lives of 

all those onboard the sinking passenger vessel SIARGAO PRINCESS.  

 

• UN launched tool for global brands to protect Seafarer Human Rights. 

 

A collation of United Nations organisations joining with international labour leaders and members of the shipping 

community launched a new due diligence tool for global brands to use to ensure that they are protecting the human rights 

of seafarers across their supply chains. The Human Rights Due Diligence Tool for cargo owners and charterers seeks to 

expand on industry-led initiatives such as the Neptune Declaration, which attached over 800 global companies 

committing to direct businesses and specific cargo shipments to carriers that are proactively taking steps to protect their 

seafarers. 

 

• Illegal driftnet use in Indian Ocean: Greenpeace. 

 

Greenpeace has uncovered widespread use of illegal driftnets in the 

Northwest Indian Ocean, which it says are decimating marine life in 

what is one of the world’s most ecologically vulnerable fishing 

grounds. During two weeks at sea, the environmental organisation 

says it filmed seven ships within 20 square miles (50 sq km) using 

driftnets to catch tuna. It detected another eight vessels on radar using 

navigational patterns that also suggested the use of nets. “If yellowfin 

tuna continues to decrease at the current rate then food security in the 

region, as well as local economies are going to take a huge hit,” 

Greenpeace said. These nets are nicknamed the "wall of death" for the 

quantity of other sea life they catch in addition to the fish they are set 

for. They were banned by the United Nations 30 years ago.  
 

• Amendments to IMO Convention will be forwarded for adoption at IMO assembly in Dec 2021. 

 

The IMO Council has approved draft amendments to the IMO Convention to expand the size of the Council, extend the 

term of its members and recognise three additional language texts as authentic versions of the IMO Convention. The 

approvals were made at the 33rd extraordinary session of the Council, held virtually on 08 Apr 21. The amendments will 

now be transmitted to the 32nd session of the IMO Assembly, to be held from 06 to 15 Dec 21 for consideration with a 

view to adoption. Until the amendments enter into force the current structure will remain unchanged. Under the approved 

amendments, council members would remain in their roles until the end of the next two consecutive regular sessions of 

the Assembly, after which they would be eligible for re-election. Since assemblies are usually held every two years this 

would usually mean that members would serve a four-year term. 

 

• First test of biofuel in Singapore conducted by BHP and Oldendorff. 

 

The first marine trial using biofuel onboard an ocean-going bulk vessel was completed earlier this month in Singapore. 

The trial was the latest in a series of successful programs in which major shipping companies used either a biofuel blend 

or total biofuel derived from elements such as used cooking oil, sustainable waste, and residue streams as feedstock. This 

trial involved a partnership between Australian energy giant BHP and German shipping company Oldendorff Carriers 

working with GoodFuels that supplied the biofuel and the support of the Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore. The 

trial was designed to enable the companies to develop an informed strategy on the structural supply and use of biofuels. 
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BHP said that it was assessing biofuels as a potential low-carbon fuel of the future and as a tool to meet its goal for 

reducing greenhouse gas emission. 

 

• Developing countries explore maritime alternative fuel opportunities. 

 

A new workshop package on 'Alternative fuels and energy carriers for 

maritime shipping' has been launched between 13-16 Apr 21. Georgia, 

India and South Africa are the first countries to benefit from the 

package, delivered online and organised under the IMO-

Norway GreenVoyage2050 project, with China set to take part in the 

second workshop. The workshop brought together participants from 

relevant government agencies, fuel suppliers, shipping companies/ship 

owners/operators, port authorities and academia to discuss a variety of 

alternative fuel options for the maritime sector and how these could 

support achieving the GHG reduction targets set out in the Initial IMO 

GHG Strategy.  

 

• Focus on lifecycle GHG/carbon intensity of cleaner fuels for Shipping. 

 

IMO has facilitated virtual informal discussion sessions from 14-15 Apr 21 on lifecycle 

GHG/carbon intensity for potential future fuels for shipping.  The sessions provided a 

platform for all IMO Member States and organisations in consultative status with IMO to 

exchange views and share updated information on how to assess and potentially regulate the 

lifecycle of carbon emissions. Shipping will need new fuels to achieve the levels of ambition 

of the IMO's Initial GHG Strategy. This includes a reduction in the carbon intensity of 

international shipping by at least 40% by 2030 and a significant further reduction in carbon 

intensity to achieve the 2050 level of ambition – cutting GHG emissions by 50%, in line 

with IMO's vision to ultimately phase out GHG emissions as soon as possible in this 

century.  

 

• South Africa unveiled Expansion Plan for Port of Durban. 

 

Authorities in South Africa have unveiled a USD 07 billion plan to modernise the Port of Durban, aiming to improve its 

efficiency and reclaim its status as the best-performing port in Africa. South Africa President said that the government 

intends to mobilise private sector participation in the port’s expansion project. This will help the port perform its role of 

anchoring economic growth and serving as a gateway to southern Africa and the entire continent.  The Durban port 

modernisation program will also include the deepening of the Maydon wharf channel to allow large, modern vessels to 

enter the port along with the infill of Pier 1 and Pier 2 to create additional capacity for containers. 

 

• National Maritime Transport Policies (NMTPs) by IMO. 

 

IMO is continuing to introduce countries to the concept of 

National Maritime Transport Policies (NMTPs). Officials from 

10 countries, including Least Developed Countries (LDCs) 

and Small Islands Developing States (SIDS) took part in the 

fourth Advanced Maritime Leaders' Programme.  IMO and 

World Maritime University experts covered the development, 

formulation and content of an NMTP. The objective is to 

achieve the maritime vision of a country and ensure the sector 

is governed in an efficient, sustainable, safe and 

environmentally-sound manner. The session included an 

example of a sample policy decision made at an IMO body, 

allowing participants to better understand the context and 

issues to consider before transposing such a decision into their own NMTP.  It also gave the opportunity for attendees to 

intervene with specific questions related to NMTP.   
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• IMO-EU Maritime Technology Cooperation Centre Network project extended. 

 

A key project to support the reduction of GHG emissions from shipping in developing countries through regional 

maritime technology cooperation centres has been extended to Mar 22. The Global MTCC Network (GMN) Project is 

implemented by IMO and funded by the European Union, to improve energy efficiency in the maritime sector, by 

supporting developing regions in the move towards maritime decarbonisation. This supports the implementation of the 

Initial IMO Strategy for the reduction of GHG emissions from shipping.   

 

• Indian Register of Shipping (IRClass) launched new service for container certification. 

 

Indian Register of Shipping (IRClass), an international ship classification society, launched a new service to provide 

certification of marine containers in accordance with IMO International Convention for Safe Containers (CSC). It has 

released Guidelines on Certification of Containers. IRClass has received authorisation from the Government of India 

(Directorate General of Shipping) and other leading Flag Administrations towards the certification of containers. The 

process includes review and approval of container design, assessment of production facility, prototype testing, inspection 

and testing during production and certification. Maintenance of certification is subject to periodic examination. 

 

• CMA CGM adopted Container Firefighting System. 

 

French shipping company CMA CGM has tapped VIKING Life-Saving Equipment 

to supply the HydroPen drilling and spraying solution for container firefighting 

duties onboard 85 of its vessels. Where conventional firefighting solutions dowse 

containers on the outside, the HydroPen is attached to a standard hose as a combined 

drill and spray unit that penetrates the container door before extinguishing the fire 

with water, foam or CO2. Initial trials were held by CMA Ships in Marseille. A 

second trial took place on the container ship CMA CGM T ROOSEVELT, with 

VIKING personnel boarding in Los Angeles to provide hands-on testing and 

training.   

 

• Weather Forecast. A monthly weather forecast for the month of May 21 in IOR region has been uploaded on  IFC-

IOR website for reference.  
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Notes  
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Disclaimer 

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s monthly report has been derived from various internal and 

external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The 

report aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and anomalies to ensure safety and 

security of mariners and seafarers. While due care and effort has been taken to ensure veracity of data, 

due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of information contained therein. IFC-IOR requests 

and seeks assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to undertake accurate predictive 

and prescriptive analysis and build a comprehensive picture of existing threats in the maritime domain.  

The information contained in the report and the analysis thereon, is not reflective of the views of the 

Indian Government or Indian Navy in any manner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Details 

In case of any incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact IFC-IOR:- 

Website: -  https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/ 

Email: - ifc-ior.gurugram@navy.gov.in 

Tel: -  +91 1242208385, +91 7428963733 

Fax: -  +91 1242209385 
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